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Word
Subject

Time

Place

Verb

Object (often)

B+ K+ 7ER +
7, + B

e+ T + EEE
EE+E+3
A3+ IBR +
15+ B + KR
Oops

HAEBILTIFS
X

BOSXIFER
it.

HESREHERATL

HSKREILTIF.

£2...B9 Construction
for Emphasis

2 Construction
(Disposal)

#... &P/ Pattern
(Even)

—... ... Pattern (As
soon as)

A, .. Pattern
(More and more)

Verb + #E3k +
Comment

ALt B + Adjective

yakyacker.com

Meaning

zhayu

shijian

didian (changyong “zai”)
dongci

shouci

HSKIEFRIZIE.

T FEESEES.

HFIBRIEHIHEKER,

Better
BSXREEILIIE.

zai Taibéi gongzud.
HOSREAILTIE,
zai Taibéi gongzud.
HESKEAE], W6 jintian qu
gongsi.

HSKESILIIE, WO jintian
zai Taibéi gongzud.

WG jintian

W6 jintian

Used to emphasize when, where,
or how an action took place.

Indicates what happened to the
object, often with a change or
disposal.

Even N does/did V; emphasizes
extremity.

As soon as V1 happens, V2
occurs.

Indicates a progressive increase
in a quality or state.

Used to express how something
seems or feels when doing the
action.

Comparative: A is more [adj] than
B.

Although..., but...

Example Pinyin
e We (1)
43X jintian (today)

1£2% zai jia (at home)

B3 xuéxi (study)

F13Z Zhongwén
(Chinese)

| eat dinner at home
today.

She reads at the
library in the
afternoon.

We buy fruit at the

market on weekends.

W6 shi zudtian lai de.

Ta ba gongké zud
wan le.

Ta lian shui dou méi
he.

Ta yT dao jia jiu
shuijiao.

Tianqi yué lai yue ré.

Kan qilai hén hao.

Ta bi wd gao.

Suiran tiangi Iéng,

danshi wd hai chaqu.

Pattern

FiE

AfE

Es (BA (&l )

| + today + at home + eat +
dinner

She + afternoon + at library +
read + books

We + weekend + at market +
buy + fruit

Why It Sounds Off

Time is awkwardly dumped at
the end.

Place usually comes before
the main verb (with 7).

7 qu already “takes” a
destination; don’t add £ there.

Often missing 7£ zai for
location (especially beginners).

S + 2 + Time/Place/Manner +

V+ /Y
S +38 + O + V + Complement

B+ N+ &0+ V
—+V1+@L+V2
HERH + Adj

V + 23K + Adj/Statement

A+ Lt + B +Ad].

SR + clause1, {HE + clause2
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Word

E&..., Fild...
—2.—..
™E..., mE...
WMER..., H...

BRT..LASK, &M

HE 7.
Time + 4 + Verb

Time + §f + Verb +

BRT..LASE, #B...

BAE 0.
BedE..., A...
k.. AT
..., ED...
BESA..., ...
HRR..., Eit...
A7..., ..
Descriptive

complement with 1§

yakyacker.com

Meaning

Because..., so...

Doing two actions
simultaneously.

Not only..., but also...

If..., then...

first... then...; sequencing actions

besides... also...; in addition to

as for...; from the perspective of

as long as... then...; if condition
met, result follows

action occurs later than
expected; only then

action occurs earlier than
expected; as early as

Indicates something is about to
happen

Expresses interest in something

Even if... still...

Only if... then...

Except for... all...

Rather than A, better to B

Only if... then...

Insist on doing / must

No matter ... still ...

Since ... then ...

Since ... therefore ...

In order to ... (and) so ...

Describing the degree or manner
of an action

Example Pinyin
Yinwei xia yu, sudyi
wo bu chiqu.

W yibian chr, yibian
kan dianshi.

Ta budan congming,
erqgié ginfén.

Rugud ni ydu kong,
women jiu qu.

W4 xian chr fan,
ranhou kan dianshi.
Chule pinggud yiwai,
wo hai yao juzi.

Dui wo 1ai shud, zhé
ge weénti hén
zhdngyao.

Zhiyao ni nuli, ni jiu
hui chénggong.

Ta shi dian cai dao.

Ta q7 dian jit dao le.

W& kuaiyao chifan le.

W3 dui lishi gan
xingqu.

Jishi xia yu, wo yé
yao qu.

Zhiydu nuli, cai néng
chénggong.

Chule ta yiwai,
women dou qu le.
Yuqi zud ché, buru
zdulu.

Chuféi ni qu, wo cai
qu.

W4 fei qu bukeé.
Wulun zényang, wo
dou hui qu.

Jiran ni lai le, jiu lia
xia ba.

Youyu xia yu, yinci
women bu qu.
Weile xuéxi
Zhongwén, ér lai
Taiwan.

Ta xiézi xié de hén
piaoliang.

Traditional Chinese Word Order and Sentence Patterns

Pattern

E& + reason, FrLA + result
—E+V1+—2+V2

B + clause1, A + clause2
YIER + condition, Hf + result

4 + Action1 + $A1& + Action2
BRT + Noun/VP + LIS, BB
+ Comment

¥ + Person/Thing + 355,
Comment

HE + Condition + Ff + Result

Time + 4 + Verb Phrase

Time + i + Verb + 7

Subject + RE + Verb-Object
+7

Subject + ¥§ + Object + FERER
BD{sE + Condition, 12 + Result

A + Condition, 4" + Result

BXT + Exception + LA5},
Subject + & + Verb

EAEL + Option A, 4[] + Option
B
B&3E + Condition, A + Result

JE + Verb Phrase + A~&]

454 + Question/Phrase, #B +
Result

BESR + Fact, Ht + Conclusion

FAS + Reason, A + Result

A7 + Purpose, T + Action

S +V + 18 + Adv + Adj
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Word

Potential
complement

Double object
construction

Existence with &

... pattern

Simultaneous
actions with &

BE..X...
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Meaning

Expressing ability or inability to
achieve a result

Giving, teaching, or telling
someone something

Indicating the existence of
something in a location

The more... the more...

Doing V2 while V1 is ongoing

Both... and... (used to describe
two qualities or actions
simultaneously)

Example Pinyin

W kan de dong
Zhongweén.

Laoshrt jiao wdmen
Zhongweén.

Zhuo shang you bén
shi.

Ta yué cht yué pang.

Mama xiaozhe shud
zaijian.

Ta ji congming you
piaoliang.

Traditional Chinese Word Order and Sentence Patterns

Pattern

S +V + 15/4& + Complement

S+V+I0+DO
Place + & + Object

S + ik + V/Ad) + & + V/AJ]
S+V1+&E +V2

BE + Adj/VP + X + Adj/VP
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