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Meaning

general measure word
polite measure word for
people

for books

for flat objects

for long thin objects

for animals, one of a pair

for long flexible things

for matters, clothing, items

cup of

bowl of

bottle of

pair of

used for machines, TVs,
computers, etc.

used for land vehicles

used for rooms

used for shops, companies,
families

used for trees and plants

used for flowers, clouds,
and mushroom-shaped
things

used for small round objects
like grains, pills
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Example Pinyin
W04 you yi gé
pinggud.

Zhé weéi laosht hén
hao.

Zhé bén shid hén
youqu.

Zhuozi shang ydu y1
zhang zhi.

W3 mai le y1 zhi bi.
Gongyuan Ii you yT zhi
gou.

Zhé tiao U hén chang.
W9 mai le yT jian yifu.
Qing géi wo y1 béi
shui.

W6 chi le yT wan fan.
Ta mai le y1 ping kéle.
W4 you y1 shuang xin
xié.

W9 mai le yi tai xin
diannao.

Zhé liang ché hén
kuai.

Wodmen de jiaoshi ydu
san jian.

Zhe jia canting hén
haochr.

Gongyuan I you san
ké da shu.

Ta shoudao le yi dud
hua.

Qing gé&i wo yi li yao.

Traditional Chinese Measure Words

Translation

| have an apple.
This teacher is very
good.

This book is
interesting.

There is a piece of
paper on the table.

| bought a pen.
There is a dog in the
park.

This road is very long.

| bought a piece of
clothing.

Please give me a cup
of water.

| ate a bowl of rice.

He bought a bottle of
cola.

| have a new pair of
shoes.

| bought a new
computer.

This car is fast.

We have three
classrooms.

This restaurant is
delicious.

There are three big
trees in the park.

She received a flower.

Please give me a pill.
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Pinyin

kuai

pian
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fu
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dun
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Meaning

used for chunks, pieces, or
units of money (colloquial
dollar)

used for thin, flat slices or
expanses

used for large, fixed
structures

used for letters, sealed
envelopes

used for songs, poems
measure word for objects
with handles; handful

measure word for flat

objects (pictures, paintings,

maps)

group, crowd, flock
string, bunch, cluster
measure word for long,
slender things

section, segment, period
measure word for events,

performances, scenes

measure word for meals,
beatings, reprimands

short period, gust, burst

layer, floor, level

box, carton

bag, sack

pair

pair, set

set, suit

kind, type
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Example Pinyin
W yao wu kuai gian
de mianbao.

Zaocan wo cht le
lidng pian tusr.

Zhé zud qiao hén
chang.

W shoudao le yi
féng xin.

Ta chang le yi shéu
haoting de gé.

W9 mai le yT ba xin
yusan.

Qiang shang gua zhe
y1 fu hua.

W6 kanjian yT qun
niao zai féi.

Ta géi wd y1 chuan
putao.

W9 chile y1 gén
xiangjiao.

Wdmen zbu le yi

duan hén chang de Iu.

Zuotian wanshang xia

le yT chang da yu.
W9 méi tian cht san
dun fan.

YT zhén féng chut
guo.

Zhé dong da l6u you
shi céng.

WO mai le yT hé
giaokeli.

Ta ti zhe y1 dai mi.
Tamen shi yT dui
ginglu.

W3 ydu y1 fu taiyang
yanjing.

Zhé tao shafa hén
shafu.

NI xihuan na zhdng
shuigud?

Traditional Chinese Measure Words

Translation

| want five dollars'
worth of bread.

| ate two slices of toast
for breakfast.

This bridge is very
long.

| received a letter.

He sang a nice song.

| bought a new
umbrella.

A painting is hanging
on the wall.

| saw a flock of birds
flying.

She gave me a bunch
of grapes.

| ate a banana.

We walked a long
stretch of road.

Last night, there was a
heavy rain.

| eat three meals a
day.

A gust of wind blew by.

This building has ten
floors.

| bought a box of
chocolates.

He is carrying a bag of
rice.

They are a couple.
| have a pair of
sunglasses.

This sofa set is very
comfortable.

Which kind of fruit do
you like?
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Meaning

sentence, phrase

sum (of money), stroke (of a
brush)

drop

portion, copy

piece (of writing)

for movies, books, machines
head (of livestock)

for ships

for objects with handles or
can be grasped

for books, notebooks

for flat objects

for animals or one of a pair
for long, flexible things

for clothing or matters

cup of, glass of

bottle of

bowl of

plate of, dish of

for long, thin, rigid objects
for vehicles

general measure word for

people, objects, etc.

polite measure word for
people

pair (of something inherently
in twos)
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Example Pinyin
Laoshi shud le yT ju
hua.

Ta juan le y1 da bi
gian.

Diban shang ydu yT di
shul.

Qing géi wo y1 fén
baozhi.

W9 xié le yT pian riji.
Zhé bu dianying hén
haokan.

Néngchang yéu wu
téu niu.

Gangkou you yT sou
da chuan.

W& mai le y1 ba san.
Zhé bén shi hén
yduqu.

Zhuozi shang ydu y1
zhang zhi.

W6 ybu y1 zht gou.
Zhé tido It hén chang.
Zhé jian yifu hén
piaoliang.

W4 yao y1 béi shui.
Ta mai le yT ping kélé.
Mama zh le yT wan
tang.

Canting shang le y1
pan cai.

Ta chile yT gén
xiangjiao.

Xiao ménkou ting le y1
liang che.

W6o ydu y1 gé
péngyou.

Zhé wéi shi Wang
[&oshr.

W06 maile y1 shuang
Xn xiézi.

Traditional Chinese Measure Words

Translation

The teacher said a
sentence.

He donated a large
sum of money.

There is a drop of
water on the floor.

Please give me a copy
of the newspaper.

| wrote a diary entry.

This movie is very
good.

The farm has five head
of cattle.

There is a large ship in
the harbor.

| bought an umbrella.

This book is
interesting.

There is a piece of
paper on the table.

| have a dog.
This road is very long.

This piece of clothing
is pretty.

| want a glass of water.

He bought a bottle of
cola.

Mom made a bowl of
soup.

The restaurant served
a plate of food.

He ate a banana.
A car parked at the
school gate.

| have a friend.

This is Teacher Wang.

| bought a new pair of
shoes.
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Meaning

set; collection
kind, type, sort
piece, chunk, lump;

(colloquial) yuan (money)

measure word for rooms

time (occurrence), instance

portion, share, copy (of
document)

measure word for songs and
poems

measure word for shops,
companies, families

measure word for events,
performances, fights

used for movies, works of
literature, machines

used for pieces of writing
like articles, essays

used for segments,
paragraphs, periods of time

used for sentences, phrases

used for trees, plants

used for small round things
like grains, pills

used for flowers, clouds

used for large, solid
structures like buildings,
mountains

used for machines with a
frame, like airplanes, pianos

used for horses, bolts of
cloth

used for paintings, pictures
used for pairs of items

(gloves, glasses) or
expressions
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Example Pinyin
Zheé tao shafa hén
shafa.

Ni xihuan na zhdng
shuigud?

Qing géi wo y1 kuai
dangao.

Zhé jian jiaoshi hén
da.

W4 qule san ci
Zhongguo.

W6 yao y1 fén jirou
fan.

Ta changle yT shéu
haoting de geé.

Fujin ydu vy jia
yinhang.

Zuo wan xiale y1
chang da yu.

W9 zudtian kanle y1
bu dianying.

Zhé pian zuoweén xié
de hén shéngdong.

Qing ba zhe duan hua
fanyi chéng Yingyu.

Ni néng yong zhége
ci zao y1 gé juzi ma?
Yuanzi Il zhongle ji ké
gudshu.

WO chile ji li mifan.

Tianshang piaozhe ji
dud bai yun.

Na zuo dagiao
féichang zhuangguan.

Jichang shang
tingzhe haoji jia féijr.
Zhé pi ma pao de hén
kuai.

Qiang shang guazhe
y1 fu shanshui hua.
W9 maile yT1 fu
shoutao.

Traditional Chinese Measure Words

Translation

This set of sofas is
very comfortable.

What kind of fruit do
you like?

Please give me a piece
of cake.

This classroom is very
big.

| have been to China
three times.

I'd like a portion of
chicken rice.

She sang a nice song.

There is a bank
nearby.

There was a heavy
rain last night.

| watched a movie
yesterday.

This essay is written
vividly.

Please translate this
passage into English.

Can you make a
sentence with this
word?

A few fruit trees are
planted in the yard.

| ate a few grains of
rice.

There are a few white
clouds floating in the
sky.

That large bridge is
very magnificent.

Several airplanes are
parked at the airport.

This horse runs very
fast.

A landscape painting is
hanging on the wall.

| bought a pair of
gloves.
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Pinyin

tai

zht

pian

qun

ming

zhén

Meaning

used for machines, vehicles,
or performances

used for long, thin, rigid
objects

used for slices, pieces, or
flat areas

used for groups of people or
animals

used for people in formal or
respectful contexts

used for short, sudden
bursts or gusts
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Example Pinyin
W4 you yT tai Xin
diannao.

Qing géi wo yT zht bi.
W9 chile y1 pian
mianbao.

Nali yéu yT qun nido.

Ta shi yT ming ldoshr.

Taran xiale y1 zhén
yu.

Traditional Chinese Measure Words

Translation

| have a new computer.
Please give me a pen.
| ate a slice of bread.
There is a group of
birds.

She is a teacher.

Suddenly, it rained for
a while.
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