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Reading

hitori
futari
san-nin
yon-nin
go-nin

issatsu

nisatsu
sansatsu
yonsatsu

gosatsu

ippon

nihon

sanbon

yonhon

gohon

ikko

niko

sanko

yonko

goko

ichidai

Type
people counter

people counter
people counter
people counter
people counter

book counter

book counter
book counter
book counter
book counter

long object
counter

long object
counter
long object
counter

long object
counter

long object
counter

small object
counter

small object
counter

small object
counter

small object
counter

small object
counter

machine
counter

Meaning

one person
two people
three people
four people
five people

one book

two books
three books
four books
five books

one long object

two long objects

three long objects

four long objects

five long objects

one small object

two small objects

three small objects

four small objects

five small objects

one machine or
vehicle
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Common Japanese Counters

Translation

| am going alone.

Two of us are eating.
There are three people.
Four of us study together.
Five people came.

| bought one book.

| read two books.
There are three books.
| borrowed four books.
Five books arrived.

| bought one bottle of water.

| use two pencils.

| have three umbrellas.

| bought four ropes.

| received five flowers.

| eat one apple.

| bought two eggs.

Please give me three

candies.

| have four boxes.

| collected five stones.

| have one car.
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nidai

sandai

yondai

godai

ikkai

nikai

sangai

yonkai

gokai

Type

machine
counter

machine
counter

machine
counter

machine
counter

floor counter

floor counter

floor counter

floor counter

floor counter

Meaning

two machines or
vehicles

three machines or
vehicles

four machines or
vehicles

five machines or
vehicles

first floor

second floor

third floor

fourth floor
fifth floor

Example
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Common Japanese Counters

Translation

| use two computers.

There are three televisions.

We borrowed four bicycles.

Five cars are parked.

The shop is on the first floor.

The classroom is on the
second floor.

Let's meet on the third floor.

| live on the fourth floor.

Please go up to the fifth
floor.
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