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Expression

Actions speak louder than
words

A picture is worth a thousand
words

A bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush

Better late than never

Every cloud has a silver
lining

Practice makes perfect

The early bird catches the
worm

A stitch in time (saves nine)

Absence makes the heart
grow fonder

All good things must come to
an end

All work and no play makes
Jack a dull boy

An apple a day keeps the
doctor away

Better safe than sorry
Blood is thicker than water
Charity begins at home
Cleanliness is next to
godliness

Curiosity killed the cat
Good things come to those
who wait

Honesty is the best policy
If it ain't broke, don't fix it
If you can't beat them, join
them

Ignorance is bliss
Laughter is the best
medicine

Let sleeping dogs lie

Look before you leap
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Common English Proverbs

Common English Proverbs

IPA

/"aekfonz spi:k 'lavder
Ozen wardz/

/o 'piktfor 1z warf o
‘Bavzend wardz/

/o bard 1n &8 haend 1z
w3rf tu 1n 88 bu|/

/'betar lett daen 'nevar/

/"evri klaud haez o
‘silver 'lainin/

/'preektis meiks ‘parfikt/

/61 '3rli bard "keetf1z 8o
warm/

/o strtf In tatm (se1vz
nain)/

/'aebsans meiks 09 hart
grou ‘fandar/

/ol gud B1nz mast kam tu
an end/

/ol wark eend nou plet
metks d3sek a dal bor/

/een 'aepal o de1 ki:ps do
‘dakter a'we1/

/'betar seif daen 'sori/

/blad 1z 'B1ker deen
‘wotar/

['tferzti b1'ginz aet housm/

/'klenlinis 1z nekst tu
‘gadlinis/

/ kjuri'astti kild 6s keet/

/gud 810z kam tu douz
hu wert/

/'ani1sti 1z da best
‘palesi/

/1f 1t e1nt brouk, dount
fiks 1t/

/1f ju kaent bi:t dem,
d3zoin dem/

/'1gnarans 1z bl1s/
/'leeftor 1z 8o best
‘medisin/

/let 'slipin dogz la1r/

Nk br for ju lip/

Meaning

What you do is more important than
what you say.

A visual image can convey a complex
idea more effectively than words.

It's better to hold onto something you
have than to risk it for something
better that you might not get.

It's better to do something late than
not do it at all.

There is something good in every bad
situation.

Regular practice leads to
improvement and mastery.

Those who act promptly get the best
opportunities.

Fixing a small problem now prevents
a bigger one later.

Being apart from someone makes
you appreciate them more.

Pleasurable experiences cannot last
forever.

Working without rest makes a person
boring and unhappy.

Eating healthily can prevent illness.

It's better to take precautions than to
regret not doing so.

Family relationships are stronger than
others.

You should take care of your family
before helping others.

Being clean is a virtue close to
spiritual purity.

Being too inquisitive can lead to
trouble.

Patience is rewarded.

Being truthful is always the best
approach.

Don't change something that is
working well.

If you can't overcome opposition, it's
better to cooperate.

Not knowing something can be more
comfortable than knowing the truth.

Humor can help heal emotional pain.

Don't disturb a situation that is
currently calm.

Consider the consequences before
acting.

Example

Q: He keeps promising to help, but never does. A:
Well, actions speak louder than words.

Instead of describing the sunset, she showed a
photo. A picture is worth a thousand words.

| was offered a stable job, but I'm tempted by a
risky startup. A bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush.

He finally apologized after a year. Better late than
never.

I lost my job, but | found a better one. Every cloud
has a silver lining.

She struggled with piano at first, but practice
makes perfect.

| woke up at 5 AM to get tickets. The early bird
catches the worm.

Fix that leak now, or it'll flood. A stitch in time saves
nine.

After a month apart, they realized absence makes
the heart grow fonder.

The vacation was amazing, but all good things
must come to an end.

You've been studying all weekend. Remember, all
work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.

| eat fruit every morning. An apple a day keeps the
doctor away.

I'll bring an umbrella even if it's sunny. Better safe
than sorry.

He helped his brother despite their fight. Blood is
thicker than water.

She donates abroad but ignores her needy cousin.
Charity begins at home.

He always washes his hands before meals.
Cleanliness is next to godliness.

Don't ask about his past. Curiosity killed the cat.

She waited years for a promotion, and finally got it.
Good things come to those who wait.

He admitted his mistake and was forgiven. Honesty
is the best policy.

The old software works fine. If it ain't broke, don't fix
it.

The other team was too strong, so we merged. If
you can't beat them, join them.

He didn't know about the problem, so he was
happy. Ignorance is bliss.

After a tough day, watching a comedy helped.
Laughter is the best medicine.

| won't bring up the old argument. Let sleeping
dogs lie.

He invested without research and lost money. Look
before you leap.
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Expression

Necessity is the mother of
invention

No man is an island

Nothing ventured, nothing
gained

One good turn deserves
another

Rome wasn't built in a day

Slow and steady wins the
race

The pen is mightier than the
sword

Time is money

Too many cooks spoil the
broth

Two heads are better than
one

A chain is only as strong as
its weakest link

A leopard cannot change its
spots

A penny saved is a penny
earned

A rolling stone gathers no
moss

Adversity makes strange
bedfellows

All roads lead to Rome

As you sow so shall you
reap

Barking dogs seldom bite

Beauty is in the eye of the
beholder

Empty vessels make the
most noise

Familiarity breeds contempt

First impressions are the
most lasting

Give credit where credit is
due
Haste makes waste

If the shoe fits, wear it

Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery
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IPA

/n1'sestti 1z 89 'madar
AV In'venfan/

/nou meen 1z on 'arlend/

/'nAB1n ‘ventfard, 'nAB1n
geind/

/wan gud tarn d1'z3rvz
a'nader/

[rosm 'wazent bilt 1n o
der/

/slou eend 'stedi winz 6e
re1s/

/68 pen 1z 'mattier dzen
0o sord/

/tazm 1z 'mAni/

/tu 'meni kuks spoil 68
bro6/

/tu hedz ar 'beter daen
wAn/

/o tfein 1z 'ounli &z
stron @z 1ts 'wikist link/

/o 'lepard 'keenat tfexnd3
1ts spats/

/o 'peni se1vd 1z @ 'peni
3rnd/

/o 'roul1n stoun 'gaederz
nou mos/

/eed'varstti meiks
streznd3 'bed felouz/

/ol roudz lid tu rosm/

/eez ju sou sou [eel ju rip/

/'barkin dogz 'seldem
bart/

/'bjuti 1z 1n &i a1 AV &8
b1"houldar/

/'empti 'vesalz meik do
moust no1z/

/fo, mili’erzti bridz
kan'tempt/

/farst 1m'prefonz ar 6a
moust 'laestin/

/g1v 'kredzt wer 'kredit 1z
du/

/heist meiks weist/

/1f &8 Ju fits, wer 1t/

/ 1m1'terfon 1z da
s1in'sirist form Av
‘flaetari/

Meaning

Difficult situations inspire creative
solutions.

Everyone needs help from others; no
one is self-sufficient.

You have to take risks to achieve
something.

Kindness should be repaid with
kindness.

Great achievements take time.

Consistent effort is more effective
than speed.

Writing and ideas have more power
than violence.

Time is valuable and should not be
wasted.

Too many people involved can ruin a
project.

Collaboration leads to better
solutions.

A group is only as strong as its
weakest member.

People cannot change their
fundamental nature.

Saving money is as valuable as
earning it.

A person who keeps moving doesn't
accumulate responsibilities or
attachments.

Difficult times cause unlikely people
to cooperate.

Many different methods can achieve
the same goal.

Your actions determine your
consequences.

People who make threats rarely carry
them out.

Beauty is subjective.

People with little knowledge talk the
most.

Knowing someone too well can lead
to disrespect.

The first time you meet someone
shapes your long-term opinion.

Acknowledge someone's contribution.

Rushing leads to mistakes and
wasted effort.

If a criticism applies to you, accept it.

Copying someone shows admiration.

Common English Proverbs

Example

When the bridge collapsed, they built a ferry.
Necessity is the mother of invention.

He tried to do everything alone, but failed. No man
is an island.

| was afraid to start a business, but nothing
ventured, nothing gained.

She helped me move, so | helped her study. One
good turn deserves another.

Don't rush the project. Rome wasn't built in a day.

He studied a little each day and passed. Slow and
steady wins the race.

The article changed public opinion. The pen is
mightier than the sword.

Don't waste time on trivial tasks. Time is money.

The committee had too many members and
nothing got done. Too many cooks spoil the broth.

We solved the puzzle together. Two heads are
better than one.

The team failed because one member was
unprepared. A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link.

He promised to stop lying, but he lied again. A
leopard cannot change its spots.

| cut my coffee expenses. A penny saved is a
penny earned.

He changes jobs every year. A rolling stone
gathers no moss.

The rivals worked together during the crisis.
Adversity makes strange bedfellows.

You can learn coding through many courses. All
roads lead to Rome.

He worked hard and succeeded. As you sow so
shall you reap.

He yells a lot but never fights. Barking dogs seldom
bite.

She thinks the painting is ugly, but | love it. Beauty
is in the eye of the beholder.

He talks endlessly but knows little. Empty vessels
make the most noise.

They were close friends but now argue constantly.
Familiarity breeds contempt.

He dressed well for the interview. First impressions
are the most lasting.

She did most of the work. Give credit where credit
is due.

He rushed the report and had to redo it. Haste
makes waste.

When they said someone was lazy, he felt guilty. If
the shoe fits, wear it.

She copied my hairstyle. Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery.
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It never rains but it pours

Keep your friends close and

your enemies closer

Lightning never strikes twice

in the same place

Many hands make light work

Mighty oaks from little
acorns grow

Misery loves company

Never look a gift horse in the

mouth

One man's trash is another
man's treasure

Out of sight, out of mind

Patience is a virtue

Prevention is better than
cure

Seeing is believing

Still waters run deep

Strike while the iron is hot

The squeaky wheel gets the

grease

There's more than one way

to skin a cat

To err is human; to forgive,
divine

Truth is stranger than fiction

Waste not, want not

Well begun is half done

A bad excuse is better than

none

A bad penny always turns up

A bad workman blames his
tools

A cat may look at a king

A dog is a man's best friend

A drowning man will clutch at

a straw

yakyacker.com

IPA

/1t "'never reinz bat 1t
porz/

/kip jor frendz klous eend
jor ‘enamiz "klousar/

['lartnin 'never straiks
twazis 1n 0a seim pleis/

/'meni haendz meik la1t
wark/

/'matti ouks fram ‘Ittal
‘exkornz grou/

/'mizeri Iavz 'kampani/

/'nevar luk & gift hors 1n
da maub/

/wan meenz treef 1z
a'nadar meenz 'trezar/

/aut Av sait, avt Av
maind/

/'peifans 1z 8 'va:rtfu:/

/pri’'venfon 1z 'betar
daen kjur/

['si:1n 1z br'li:vin/

/st1l ‘worterz ran di:p/

[straik wail 8i 'atern 1z
hot/

/65 "skwi:ki wi:l gets do
gri:s/

/6erz mo:r daen wan wel
tu: skin e kaet/

/tu: 3:r 1z "hju:man; tu:
for'giv dr'vain/

/tru:6 1z 'streind3zer daen
‘frkfan/

/weist not, wont not/

/wel br'gan 1z haef dan/

/o beed 1k'skju:s 1z
‘beter daen nan/

/o baed 'peni 'o:lwerz
ta:rnz ap/

/o baed 'wa:rkman
bletmz hiz tu:lz/

/o keet met luk aet o kin/

/o do:g 1z ® maenz best
frend/

/e 'drauvnin maen wil
kIat et o stro:/

Meaning

Misfortunes often come together.

Watch your enemies closely to
anticipate their moves.

An unusual event is unlikely to
happen again in the same way.

A task is easier with many people
helping.

Great things can start from small
beginnings.

Unhappy people want others to be
unhappy too.

Don't criticize a gift; accept it
graciously.

What is worthless to one person may
be valuable to another.

When something is not visible, it is
easily forgotten.

Being patient is a good quality to
have.

It's better to stop a problem from
happening than to fix it after it
happens.

You need to see something to believe
it exists or is true.

Quiet people often have deep
thoughts or strong feelings.

Take advantage of a good opportunity
immediately.

The person who complains the
loudest gets attention or help.

There are many ways to achieve a
goal.

Everyone makes mistakes, but
forgiving is a noble act.

Real life can be more surprising than
made-up stories.

If you don't waste things, you won't be
in need.

Starting a task well makes it easier to
finish.

Even a poor excuse is better than
offering no explanation.

Unwanted people or things tend to
reappear.

A poor performer blames their
equipment instead of their own skill.

Even a lowly person has the right to
look at someone important.

Dogs are loyal and loving
companions to humans.

A desperate person will try anything
to save themselves.

Common English Proverbs

Example

First | lost my keys, then my phone died. It never
rains but it pours.

He invited his rival to the meeting. Keep your
friends close and your enemies closer.

He won the lottery once; don't expect it again.
Lightning never strikes twice in the same place.

Everyone helped clean up. Many hands make light
work.

Her small blog became a major website. Mighty
oaks from little acorns grow.

He complained all day and wanted me to join.
Misery loves company.

She gave me an old book, but | thanked her. Never
look a gift horse in the mouth.

| found a vintage lamp at a garage sale. One man's
trash is another man's treasure.

He stopped calling after she moved away. Out of
sight, out of mind.

Q: Why are you so calm waiting in line? A: Patience
is a virtue, and getting angry won't make it faster.

Q: Why do you always wear sunscreen? A:
Prevention is better than cure, so | avoid sunburn.

Q: Do you think the magician really sawed that
woman in half? A: Seeing is believing, and | saw it
with my own eyes.

Q: Sarah never says much in class. A: Still waters
run deep; she might be very thoughtful.

Q: Should | ask for a raise now? A: Yes, strike
while the iron is hot—the boss is in a good mood.

Q: Why did Tom get his computer fixed first? A:
The squeaky wheel gets the grease—he
complained nonstop.

Q: | can't figure out this puzzle. A: There's more
than one way to skin a cat; try a different approach.

Q: | can't believe | messed up. A: To err is human;
to forgive, divine. Let it go.

Q: Did you hear about the man who won the lottery
twice? A: Truth is stranger than fiction!

Q: Why do you save leftovers? A: Waste not, want
not—they'll be useful later.

Q: I've planned my project thoroughly. A: Well
begun is half done; you're on the right track.

Q: | said | was sick but | wasn't. A: A bad excuse is
better than none; at least you said something.

Q: That annoying guy showed up again. A: A bad
penny always turns up.

Q: My pencil keeps breaking, so my drawing is bad.
A: A bad workman blames his tools.

Q: Why is that child staring at the celebrity? A: A
cat may look at a king.

Q: Why do you love your dog so much? A: A dog is
a man's best friend—he's always there for me.

Q: He invested in a risky scheme. A: A drowning
man will clutch at a straw.
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Expression

A fool and his money are
soon parted

A friend in need (is a friend
indeed)

A friend to everyone is a
friend to no one

A hungry man thinks of
bread

A journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single
step

A little learning is a
dangerous thing

A man can do what he wills
but he cannot will what he
wills

A man with no pants fears
no pickpocket.

A mill cannot grind with the
water that is past

A miss is as good as a mile

A new language is a new life
(Persian proverb)

A rising tide lifts all boats

A ship in harbour is safe, but
that's not what a ship is for

A stopped clock is right twice
a day

A tiger can't change its
stripes

A watched man never plays

A watched pot/kettle never
boils

Absolute power corrupts
absolutely (John
Dalberg-Acton, 1887)

Accidents will happen (in the
best-regulated families)

All good things come to him
who waits

All hands on deck/to the
pump

All is grist that comes to the
mill

All that glitters/glistens is not
gold

All the world loves a lover

yakyacker.com

IPA

/o fu:l @nd hiz ‘mani a:r
su:n 'pa:rtzd/

/o frend In nid (1z ©
frend In'di:d)/

o frend tu: 'evri wan 1z ©
frend tu: nou wan/

/e "hangri meen B1nks Av
bred/

/o 'd33:riAv o
‘Bavzend mailz b1'ginz
wid o 'singal step/

/e 'Ittl 'Ia:rnin 1z ®
‘deind3zeras 61n/

/e meen kaen du: wot hi:
wilz bat hi: 'kaenot wil
wot hi: wilz/

/e maen wid nou paents
firz nov 'p1k, pokit/

/e m1l 'kaenpt graind
wi0 da 'wo:ter deet 1z
paest/

/e mis 1z &8z gud &z 8
mail/

/e nu: 'leengwid3z 1z
nu: lazf/

/o 'raizin taid Izfts o:l
bouts/

/a [1p 1n "ha:rbar 1z seif,
bat dzets not wot 8 [1p 1z
forr/

/o stopt klok 1z rait
twais o det/

/o 'targer keent tfernd3
1ts straips/

/o wotft maen 'never
pleiz/

/e wotft pot/'ketl ‘never
boilz/

/"aebsalu:t ‘paver
ka'rapts "aebsalu:tli/

["aeksidents wil "haepan
(zn 0@ best ‘regje le1tid
‘feemaliz)/

/o:1 gud 61z kam tu:
him hu: weits/

/2:1 haendz pn dek/tu: 6a
pamp/
/o:1 1z grist daet kamz tu:
68 mil/

/o:] daet 'gliterz/'glisenz
1z not gould/

/o:l 6 wairld Iavz &
‘Inver/

Meaning

Foolish people spend money
carelessly and lose it quickly.

A true friend helps you when you are
in trouble.

If you try to be friends with everyone,
you may not have deep friendships.

When you are in need, you focus on
basic necessities.

Big tasks start with small actions.

Knowing a little about something can
make you overconfident and cause
mistakes.

You can choose your actions, but you
cannot choose your desires.

If you have nothing to lose, you have
nothing to fear.

You cannot use past opportunities;
focus on the present.

Failing by a little is the same as failing
by a lot.

Learning a new language opens up
new experiences and perspectives.

An overall improvement benefits
everyone.

Playing it safe prevents you from
fulfilling your purpose.

Even a wrong or foolish person can
be correct occasionally.

People cannot change their
fundamental nature.

When someone is watched closely,
they may not perform naturally.

Time feels longer when you wait
impatiently.

Having unlimited power leads to
corruption.

Mistakes are inevitable, even in
well-managed situations.

Patience is rewarded with good
outcomes.

Everyone must help in an emergency.

Everything can be used to your
advantage.

Appearances can be deceiving; not
everything valuable looks valuable.

People are generally happy for those
in love.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: He bought a car he can't afford. A: A fool and his
money are soon parted.

Q: She helped me move even though she was
busy. A: A friend in need is a friend indeed.

Q: He's nice to everybody. A: A friend to everyone
is a friend to no one.

Q: Why is he always talking about food? A: A
hungry man thinks of bread.

Q: | want to write a book but it's overwhelming. A: A
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single
step—just start writing.

Q: | read one article, so | know all about it. A: A little
learning is a dangerous thing.

Q: | want to want to exercise, but | don't. A: A man
can do what he wills but he cannot will what he
wills.

Q: He's not worried about the stock market crash.
A: A man with no pants fears no pickpocket.

Q: | regret not studying harder. A: A mill cannot
grind with the water that is past; study now.

Q: | almost caught the train. A: A miss is as good
as a mile—you still missed it.

Q: Why are you learning Spanish? A: A new
language is a new life.

Q: Why support public education? A: A rising tide
lifts all boats.

Q: I'm afraid to start my own business. A: A ship in
harbour is safe, but that's not what a ship is for.

Q: He predicted the weather correctly once. A: A
stopped clock is right twice a day.

Q: Do you think he'll stop lying? A: A tiger can't
change its stripes.

Q: Why is the player missing shots? A: A watched
man never plays.

Q: Is the water boiling yet? A: A watched pot never
boils; go do something else.

Q: Why is the dictator so cruel? A: Absolute power
corrupts absolutely.

Q: How did you break the vase? A: Accidents will
happen.

Q: I've been waiting for a promotion for years. A: All
good things come to him who waits.

Q: The deadline is tomorrow! A: All hands on deck!

Q: Even criticism can be helpful. A: All is grist that
comes to the mill.

Q: That ring looks expensive. A: All that glitters is
not gold.

Q: Everyone is smiling at the couple. A: All the
world loves a lover.
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Expression

All things come to those who
wait

All things excellent are as
difficult as they are rare
(Spinoza)

All things must pass

All you need is love

All is fair in love and war

All is for the best in the best
of all possible worlds

All is well that ends well

An army marches on its
stomach

An eye for an eye, a tooth for
a tooth

An eye for an eye makes the
whole world blind (Mahatma
Gandhi (1869-1948), leader
of the Indian independence
movement)

An Englishman's home is his
castle/A man's home is his
castle

Another day, another dollar

An honest man doesn't need
to remember much

An ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure

Any port in a storm

Any publicity is good
publicity

April showers bring forth
May flowers

Anything worth doing is hard

As a tree bends, so shall it
grow

As queer as a three dollar
bill

As the twig is bent, so is the
tree inclined

As you make your bed, so
you must lie upon it

Ask a silly question and you
will get a silly answer

Ask my companion if | be a
thief

Ask no questions and hear
no lies

yakyacker.com

IPA

/2:1 81Nz kam tu: dovz
hu: wert/

/o:1 B1nz 'eksalant a:r aez
‘difikalt sez der a:r rer/

/o:1 81Nz mAst paes/

/o:lju: nid 1z Iav/

/o:1 1z fer 1n Iav eend
wo:r/

/o:1 1z fo:r ®e best 1n 69
best Av o] "ppsabal
wa:rldz/

/o:1 1z wel daet endz wel/

/een 'a:rmi ‘'ma:rtfiz pn
1ts ‘stamak/

/aen a1 for &en ai, o tu:0
forr o tu:6/

/een 'tnglifmanz hosm
1z h1z 'kaesal/

le'nader dei, @' nadar
‘da:ler/

/een 'pnist maen ‘dazent
ni:d tu: rr'membar matf/

/een auns Av pri'venfan
1z w3:r@ @ paund Av kjur/

/'eni po:rt In o sto:rm/

/"eni pab’l1stti 1z gud
pAb’l1stti/

/'etpral ‘[avarz brin fo:r@
me1 ‘flaserz/

/'eniB1n wa:rb 'du:in 1z
ha:rd/

[eez s tri: bendz, sou [eel
1t grou/

ez kwir ez o Ori 'daler
bil/

oz &s twig 1z bent, sou
1z do tri 1n'klaznd/

/ez ju meik jor bed, sou
ju mast laz 'pan 1t/

/eesk a 's1li 'kwestfon
2end ju wil get 8 ‘sili
‘eensor/

/eesk mar kem'paenjan
1f a1 bi o 6if/

/eesk nou 'kwestfonz
eend hir nou laiz/

Meaning

Patience leads to achieving what you
want.

Excellent things are both hard to
achieve and uncommon.

Nothing lasts forever; difficult times
will end.

Love is the most important thing in
life.

In love and conflict, any tactic is
acceptable.

Everything happens for the best in an
ideal world (often ironic).

If the outcome is good, the problems
along the way don't matter.

A group needs proper food and
supplies to function.

Revenge should be proportional to
the harm done.

A person's home is their private
sanctuary.

Each day brings more work and more
pay; routine.

Honest people don't have to keep
track of lies.

Preventing a problem is easier than
fixing it later.

In a crisis, any solution is acceptable.

Even negative attention can be
beneficial.

Difficult times can lead to good
outcomes.

Valuable achievements require effort.

Early influences shape a person's
development.

Very strange or suspicious; obviously
fake or counterfeit.

Early influences shape a person's
character for life.

You must accept the consequences
of your own actions.

If you ask a foolish question, don't
expect a serious reply.

A person's character is known by the
company they keep.

If you don't ask, you won't be told
something untrue (or unpleasant).

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: | hope | get a job soon. A: All things come to
those who wait.

Q: This masterpiece took years to create. A: All
things excellent are as difficult as they are rare.

Q: I'm sad this vacation is over. A: All things must
pass.

Q: What's the secret to happiness? A: All you need
is love.

Q: He lied to win her heart. A: All is fair in love and
war.

Q: I lost my job. A: All is for the best in the best of
all possible worlds.

Q: We had a rough start but finished the project. A:
All is well that ends well.

Q: Why is the chef so important? A: An army
marches on its stomach.

Q: He broke my phone, so | broke his. A: An eye for
an eye, a tooth for a tooth.

Q: Why won't he let us in? A: An Englishman's
home is his castle.

Q: How was work? A: Another day, another dollar.

Q: Why is he so relaxed? A: An honest man doesn't
need to remember much.

Q: Why do you exercise daily? A: An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Q: I'll take any job right now. A: Any port in a storm.

Q: The article was critical of us. A: Any publicity is
good publicity.

Q: I'm struggling now. A: April showers bring forth
May flowers.

Q: This training is tough. A: Anything worth doing is
hard.

Q: He's stubborn because of his upbringing. A: As
a tree bends, so shall it grow.

That guy's story is as queer as a three dollar bill—I
don't believe a word.

Children learn from their parents; as the twig is
bent, so is the tree inclined.

He skipped all his classes and failed the exam. As
you make your bed, so you must lie upon it.

Q: Why is the sky green? A: Ask a silly question
and you will get a silly answer.

He hangs out with known criminals—ask my
companion if | be a thief.

| didn't ask where he was last night. Ask no
questions and hear no lies.
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Expression

Attack is the best form of
defense

At the end of my rope

Bad news travels fast

Bad money drives out good

Beauty is only skin deep

Before setting out on a

mission of vengeance, dig

two graves

Beggars cannot be choosers

Behind every great man,
there is a great woman

Better to reign in hell than
serve in heaven (John
Milton, in Paradise Lost)

Be yourself

Better the Devil you know

(than the Devil you do not)

Better to have loved and lost
than never to have loved at

all

Better to light one candle

than to curse the darkness

Better to remain silent and

be thought a fool than to

speak and remove all doubt

Better wear out than rust out

Beware of Greeks bearing
gifts (Trojan War, Virgil in the

_Aeneid_)
Big fish eat little fish

Birds of a feather (flock
together)

Born with a silver spoon in

one's mouth

Boys will be boys
Brevity is the soul of wit
(William Shakespeare)

Business before pleasure

Buy once, cry once

Buy cheap, buy twice

yakyacker.com

IPA

/o'teek 1z &9 best form
ov d1'fens/

/et i end av mar roup/

/beed nuz 'traevelz faest/

/baed ‘'mani draivz aut
gud/

/'bjuti 1z "ounli skin dip/

/br’'for 'setin avt an o
‘mifen av 'vend3zens,
dig tu greivz/

/'begerz 'kaenat bi
"tluzerz/

/br'haind ‘evari gret
maen, der 1z 8 grett
‘wusman/

[/'betar tu rein 1n hel
deen s3rv In "heven/

/bi jor'self/

/'betar 8 'deval ju nou
daen da 'deval ju du nat/

/'beter tu haev Iavd aend
lost d2en 'never tu haev
Iavd eet ol/

/'beter tu lait wan
‘kaendal dzen tu kars 88
‘darknas/

/'betar tu r'mein
‘sarlent and bi 85t o ful
O0zen tu spik a&nd r1'muv
ol daut/

/'betor wer aut dzen rast
auvt/

/br'wer av griks ‘berin
gifts/

/b1g fif it “Ixtal f1f/

/bardz av o 'fedar flak
te'gedor/

/barn wid & 's1lvar spun
In wanz mau6/

/bo1z wil bi bo1z/
/'breviti 1z 89 soul av
wit/

/'biznas b1 'for ‘plezor/

/ba1l wans, kraz wans/

/bat tfip, bar twars/

Meaning

Taking aggressive action can be the
most effective way to protect yourself.

Having no more patience or ability to
cope.

Unpleasant information spreads
quickly.

Inferior currency circulates while good
currency is hoarded (Gresham's
Law).

Physical appearance is not a
measure of a person's true worth.

Revenge often harms the avenger as
much as the target.

When you are in need, you must
accept whatever is offered.

Successful men often have the
support of a capable woman.

It is preferable to be a leader in a bad
situation than a follower in a good
one.

Act naturally; don't pretend to be
someone else.

It is safer to deal with a known
problem than a new, unknown one.

Experiencing love, even if it ends, is
better than never loving.

It is more productive to take positive
action than to complain.

It's wiser to say nothing than to say
something foolish.

It is better to stay active and wear out
than to become inactive and decay.

Be suspicious of gifts or favors from
enemies.

The powerful prey on the weak.

People with similar interests or
characteristics tend to associate.

Born into a wealthy, privileged family.

Boys (or people) will act in a typically
childish or rowdy way.

Cleverness is best expressed
concisely.

Work should be done before leisure
activities.

It's better to spend more on a
high-quality item than to buy cheap
and replace often.

Buying inexpensive items often leads
to having to buy replacements.

Common English Proverbs

Example

In the debate, she went on the offensive. Attack is
the best form of defense.

I've been dealing with this noise all day—I'm at the
end of my rope.

Everyone already knows | got fired. Bad news
travels fast.

When counterfeit coins appear, people hoard real
ones—bad money drives out good.

She may be gorgeous, but beauty is only skin
deep.

Think twice before you retaliate—before setting out
on a mission of vengeance, dig two graves.

| didn't like the job, but | needed money. Beggars
cannot be choosers.

His wife managed the household and encouraged
his career. Behind every great man, there is a great
woman.

He quit his corporate job to start his own business.
Better to reign in hell than serve in heaven.

Don't try to impress them—just be yourself.

| stayed with my old car rather than buying a used
one. Better the devil you know.

After the breakup, she said, 'Better to have loved
and lost than never to have loved at all.'

Instead of complaining about the problem, he
started a fundraiser. Better to light one candle than
to curse the darkness.

He almost made a rude comment, but
remembered: better to remain silent and be thought
a fool than to speak and remove all doubt.

At 80, she still volunteers daily. Better wear out
than rust out.

When a rival company offered free consulting, he
remembered: beware of Greeks bearing gifts.

In the corporate world, big fish eat little fish.

All the artists sit together at lunch. Birds of a
feather flock together.

He never had to work for anything—he was born
with a silver spoon in his mouth.

They were roughhousing again. Oh well, boys will
be boys.

Keep your speech short—brevity is the soul of wit.

I'll finish this report first, then we can go out.
Business before pleasure.

| bought the expensive boots that will last years.
Buy once, cry once.

That cheap tool broke already. Buy cheap, buy
twice.
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Expression

Caesar's wife must be above

suspicion

Calm seas never made a
good sailor

Careless talk costs lives

Cheats never prosper

Cheese, wine, and friends

must be old to be good.

Children should be seen and

not heard

Christmas comes but once a

year

Civility costs nothing and
buys everything (Mary
Wortley Montagu)

Clothes don't make the man

Clothes make the man

Coffee and love taste best
when hot (Ethiopian proverb)

Cold hands, warm heart

Comparisons are odious

Count your blessings

Courage is the measure of a
Man, Beauty is the measure

of a Woman

Cowards may die many
times before their death
Crime does not pay

Cream rises to the top

Criss-cross, applesauce

Cross the stream where it is

shallowest

Cut your coat according to

your cloth

Cut the head off the snake
(see Lernaean Hydra myth)

Dead men tell no tales

Denial is not a river in Egypt

Devil take the hindmost

Discretion is the better part

of valour

yakyacker.com

IPA

['sizarz warf mast bi
a'bav sa'spifen/

/kam siz 'never meid o
gud 'seiler/

['kerlas tok kosts larvz/

[tfits 'never 'praspar/

Itfiz, wain, aend frendz
mast bi ould tu bi gud/

/'tfzldren fud bi sin eend
nat hard/

/'krismas kamz bat
WANS 8 jIr/

/s1'v1ltti kosts 'nABIn
2&nd baiz 'evribn/

/klousz dount meik 6o
maen/

/klosz me1k 68 maen/

/'kofi 2end Iav teist best
wen hat/

/kould haendz, worm
hart/

/kem'perisenz ar
‘oudiss/

/kaunt jor 'blesinz/

/'k3rid3 1z @ ‘'me3er av
@ maen, 'bjuti 1z o
‘me3ar av & ‘'wuman/

/'kauverdz me1 da1 ‘'meni
tarmz b1 'for der deb/

/krazm daz nat per/
/krim ‘ra1ziz tu de tap/
/kris kros, 'aepal sos/
/kros do strim wer 1t 1z

'[eeloutst/

/kat jor kout @'kordin tu
jor klo6/

/kat & hed of &a snetk/

/ded men tel nou terlz/

/d1'na1sl 1z nat & ‘rver
n 'id3Ipt/

/'deval teik 6o
‘haindmoust/

/d1'skrefon 1z 8o ‘betor
part av 'veelar/

Meaning

People in prominent positions must
avoid any appearance of wrongdoing.

Adversity builds strength and skill.

Loose lips can lead to serious harm,
especially in wartime.

Dishonest people do not achieve
lasting success.

Things (and relationships) improve
with age.

Children should be quiet and not
interrupt adults.

It's okay to indulge occasionally
because the occasion is rare.

Being polite is free and can gain you
much.

A person's character is not judged by
their clothing.

People are judged by their
appearance and attire.

Freshness and passion are best
enjoyed immediately.

Someone with cold hands is often
affectionate.

Comparing people or things is
unpleasant and often unfair.

Be grateful for what you have.

Men are valued for bravery, women
for appearance (traditional view).

Fearful people suffer the agony of
death repeatedly in their minds.

Criminal activity is not profitable in the
long run.

The best people or things will
eventually be recognized.

A phrase used to instruct children to
sit cross-legged.

Take the easiest or safest path to
achieve something.

Live within your means; adapt to your
resources.

Eliminate the leader to destroy an
organization.

Killing someone ensures they cannot
reveal secrets.

Refusing to accept reality is not a
geographical location; it's a
psychological state.

Everyone should look out for
themselves; the slow or weak will
suffer.

It is better to be cautious than to take
unnecessary risks.

Common English Proverbs

Example

The CEO can't even accept a small gift—Caesar's
wife must be above suspicion.

He grew stronger from his struggles. Calm seas
never made a good sailor.

During the war, posters warned: careless talk costs
lives.

He got caught eventually. Cheats never prosper.

| value my childhood friends. Cheese, wine, and
friends must be old to be good.

In the old days, children should be seen and not
heard.

Have another cookie—Christmas comes but once a
year.

He thanked everyone and got promoted. Civility
costs nothing and buys everything.

He may dress shabbily, but clothes don't make the
man.

He wore a suit to the interview—clothes make the
man.

Don't let your relationship grow cold. Coffee and
love taste best when hot.

She grabbed my icy hand and smiled. Cold hands,
warm heart.

Don't compare your kids—comparisons are odious.

Instead of complaining, count your blessings.

He proved his bravery, and she her beauty.
Courage is the measure of a man, beauty is the
measure of a woman.

He was so anxious about the surgery. Cowards
may die many times before their death.

He ended up in prison. Crime does not pay.

Don't worry about the competition—cream rises to
the top.

The teacher said, 'Sit criss-cross, applesauce.'

When solving problems, cross the stream where it
is shallowest.

We can't afford a big house—we must cut our coat
according to our cloth.

To stop the cartel, cut the head off the snake.

The villain said, 'Dead men tell no tales.'

He thinks he's fine, but denial is not a river in
Egypt.

In this competitive market, it's devil take the
hindmost.

He decided not to confront the bully. Discretion is
the better part of valour.
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Expression

Do as | say, not as | do

Do as you would be done by

Do not bite the hand that
feeds you

Do not burn your bridges
behind you

Do not carry coals to
Newcastle

Do not cast your pearls
before swine

Do not cry over spilled milk

Do not change horses in
midstream

Do not count your chickens
before they are hatched

Do not cross the bridge till
you come to it

Do not cut off your nose to
spite your face

Do not dish it if you can't
take it

Do not judge a book by its
cover

Do not keep a dog and bark
yourself

Do not let the bastards grind
you down

Do not let the grass grow
beneath (one's) feet

Do not look a gift horse in
the mouth

Do not make a mountain out
of a mole hill

Do not meet troubles
half-way

Do not put all your eggs in
one basket

Do not put the cart before
the horse

Do not put too many irons in
the fire

Do not put new wine into old
bottles

Do not rock the boat

Do not shut/lock the stable
door after the horse has
bolted

yakyacker.com

IPA

/du eez a1 sei1, nat &z a1
du/

/du @z ju wud bi dan
bar/

/du nat bart 8o haend
Oeet fidz ju/

/du nat barn jor 'brid3iz
b1'haind ju/

/dou nat ‘keeri koulz te
‘nu:keesal/

/dou nat keest jor parlz
b1'for swain/

/dou nat kraz "ouver
spi1ld milk/

/dou nat tfeind3 'horsiz
n ‘midstrim/

/dou nat kawunt jor
‘tfzkinz b1 for der ar
haetft/

/dou nat kros &s brid3 til
jukam te ¢/

/dou nat kat of jor nouz
to spatt jor fe1s/

/dou nat dif 1t 1f ju keent
tezk 1t/

/dou nat d3ad3 e buk
bar 1ts 'kavar/

/dou nat kip e dog end
bark jor'self/

/dou nat let 8o
'baesterdz graind ju
daun/

/dou nat let &8 graes
grou b1'niB wanz fit/

/dou nat luk o gift hors
n ds maub/

/dou nat meik o
‘'mauntin aut av @ moul
hl/

/dou nat mit 'trabalz heef
wel/

/dou nat put ol jor egz 1n
wAn ‘baeskit/

/dou nat put de kart
b1 'for da hors/

/dou nat put tu ‘meni
‘ararnz in 0s farer/

/dou nat put nu wain
‘Intu ould 'bateslz/

/dou nat rak da bout/

/dou nat [at/lak da
‘steibal dor 'eefter 6o
hors haez 'boultrd/

Meaning

Follow my advice, even if | don't
follow it myself.

Treat others as you wish to be treated
(the Golden Rule).

Do not harm or offend someone who
supports you.

Do not destroy relationships or
options for the future.

Do not take something to a place
where it is already plentiful.

Do not offer something valuable to
someone who cannot appreciate it.

Do not be upset about something that
has already happened and cannot be
changed.

Do not make major changes in the
middle of a process.

Do not assume success before it
actually happens.

Do not worry about future problems
before they arise.

Do not act out of revenge in a way
that harms yourself more.

Do not criticize others if you cannot
handle criticism yourself.

Do not judge someone or something
based solely on appearance.

Do not do work that you have hired
someone else to do.

Do not allow difficult people or
circumstances to defeat you.

Do not delay; take action promptly.

Do not criticize a gift or find fault with
something given freely.

Do not exaggerate a minor problem.

Do not worry about problems before
they happen.

Do not risk everything on a single
venture.

Do not do things in the wrong order.

Do not take on too many tasks at
once.

Do not try to force new ideas into old
systems.

Do not disturb a stable situation.

Do not take preventive action after the
damage is done.

Common English Proverbs

Example

The father smoked while telling his son not to. Do
as | say, not as | do.

Remember to be kind—do as you would be done
by.

He insulted his boss. You shouldn't bite the hand
that feeds you.

He quit angrily and insulted everyone. Never burn
your bridges behind you.

Bringing ice to Antarctica is like carrying coals to
Newcastle.

Q: Should | explain the joke to him? A: No, don't
cast your pearls before swine.

| know you failed the test, but don't cry over spilled
milk.

We're halfway through the project; let's not change
horses in midstream.

Q: I'm going to spend the prize money. A: Don't
count your chickens before they are hatched.

Q: What if the flight is canceled? A: Don't cross that
bridge till you come to it.

Quitting your job to get back at your boss is cutting
off your nose to spite your face.

Q: He keeps teasing me. A: Well, he dishes it but
can't take it.

He looks scruffy, but don't judge a book by its
cover; he's a genius.

You hired a manager, so let him handle it; don't
keep a dog and bark yourself.

Despite the criticism, she kept working—don't let
the bastards grind you down.

He got the job offer and accepted immediately; he
didn't let the grass grow beneath his feet.

Q: The car is old. A: It's free, so don't look a gift
horse in the mouth.

It's just a small scratch; don't make a mountain out
of a molehill.

Q: What if the deal falls through? A: Don't meet
troubles half-way.

Invest in different stocks; don't put all your eggs in
one basket.

Planning the party before setting a date is putting
the cart before the horse.

He's juggling three projects; he has too many irons
in the fire.

Using outdated software for a new app is putting
new wine into old bottles.

Everyone is happy; don't rock the boat by bringing
up complaints.

Installing a lock after the theft is shutting the stable
door after the horse has bolted.
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Expression

Do not spend it all in one
place

Do not spoil the ship for a
ha'porth of tar

Do not throw pearls to swine

Do not teach your
Grandmother to suck eggs

Do not throw the baby out
with the bathwater

Do not try to walk before you
can crawl

Do not upset the apple-cart

Do not wash your dirty linen
in public

Do not sympathize with
those who can not
empathize

Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you
(a.k.a. the Golden Rule)

Doubt is the beginning, not
the end, of wisdom

Don't take any wooden
nickels

Early to bed and early to rise
makes a man healthy,
wealthy and wise (Benjamin
Franklin (1706—1790),
polymath and Founding
Father of the United States)

Easier said than done

East is east, and west is
west (and never the twain
shall meet)

East, west, home is best

Easy come, easy go

Easy, times easy, is still
easy

Early marriage, earlier
pregnant

Eat breakfast like a king,
lunch like a prince and
dinner like a pauper

Eat, drink and be merry, (for
tomorrow we die)
Enough is as good as a feast

Even a worm will turn

yakyacker.com

IPA

/dou nat spend 1t ol In
WwAnN pleis/

/dou nat spo1l e [1p for
9 'herpar0 av tar/

/dou nat Brou parlz te
swain/

/dou nat titf jor
‘graend madar ta sak
egz/

/dou nat Brou da 'beibi
aut wid 09 'baeb woter/

/dou nat trar te wok
b1'for ju kaen krol/

/dou nat Ap'set 8i ‘aepal
kart/

/dou nat waf jor 'darti
‘lznan 1n "pablzk/

/dou nat 'stmps Baiz
wid douz hu kaen nat
‘empa Barz/

/du ‘Antu ‘Adarz @z ju
wud haev 6em du 'Antu
ju/

/daut 1z ds b1'ginin nat
Oi end av ‘'wizdem/

/dount tezk 'eni ‘wuden
‘nikalz/

/'3rli te bed aend "3rli te
raiz meiks @ maesn 'helOi
'welBi aend waiz/

['izier sed dzen dan/

fist 1z ist @end west 1z
west &end 'never da
tweln feel mit/

fist west houm 1z best/
['izi kam ‘izi gou/

['izi taximz 'izi 1z st1l ‘izi/
/'3rli 'merid3 ‘3srliar

‘pregnant/

/it "brekfast laik 8 kin
Iantf latk o prins @&nd
‘diner laik @ 'poper/

/it drink aend bi ‘'meri for
te'marou wi dar/

/1'nAf 1z @8z gud ez @
fist/

/'iven @ warm wil tarn/

Meaning

A humorous way to say 'don't waste
all your money at once."

Do not ruin something important by
skimping on a small detail.

Same as 'cast pearls before swine'.

Do not give advice to someone who is
more experienced.

Do not discard something valuable
while getting rid of something
undesirable.

Do not attempt advanced tasks
before mastering the basics.

Do not disturb a stable plan or
situation.

Do not discuss private matters in
public.

Do not feel sorry for people who are
unable to understand others' feelings.

Treat others the way you want to be
treated.

Questioning things leads to
knowledge.

Be careful not to be cheated.

Going to bed early and waking up
early leads to success.

Something is easier to talk about than
to actually do.

Two things are fundamentally
different and cannot be reconciled.

No matter where you go, home is the
best place.

Something obtained easily is also
easily lost.

Something simple remains simple
even when repeated.

Getting married early often leads to
early pregnancy.

Eat a large breakfast, a moderate
lunch, and a small dinner for health.

Enjoy life now because death is
inevitable.

Having enough is as satisfying as
having plenty.

Even the meekest person will retaliate
if pushed too far.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: 1 won $100! A: Don't spend it all in one place.

Not fixing the leak because it's small is spoiling the
ship for a ha'porth of tar.

Don't explain art to him; don't throw pearls to swine.

Q: Should | tell the chef how to cook? A: Don't
teach your grandmother to suck eggs.

The system has flaws, but don't throw the baby out
with the bathwater.

Learning calculus before arithmetic is trying to walk
before you can crawl.

Everything is arranged; don't upset the apple-cart
now.

They argued loudly at the restaurant; they shouldn't
wash their dirty linen in public.

Q: He's upset that no one cares. A: Don't
sympathize with those who cannot empathize.

Q: Should | help him? A: Yes, do unto others as
you would have them do unto you.

Q: I'm confused about this theory. A: Good, doubt
is the beginning of wisdom.

Q: I'm going to the market. A: Don't take any
wooden nickels.

Q: Why do you wake up at 5 AM? A: Early to bed
and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy,
and wise.

Q: Just relax. A: Easier said than done.

Their cultures are so different; east is east, and
west is west.

After traveling for months, | agree: east, west,
home is best.

He won money and spent it all; easy come, easy
go.

Q: Is the task still simple? A: Easy times easy is still
easy.

Q: Why did she have a baby so soon? A: Early
marriage, earlier pregnant.

Q: What's your diet? A: Eat breakfast like a king,
lunch like a prince, dinner like a pauper.

Q: Why are you partying so much? A: Eat, drink
and be merry, for tomorrow we die.

Q: Do you want more food? A: No, enough is as
good as a feast.

He finally fought back; even a worm will turn.
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Expression

Even from a foe a man may
learn wisdom

Every dog has his day
Every Jack has his Jill
Every little bit helps

Every man for himself (and
the Devil take the hindmost)
Every man has his price
Every picture tells a story

Every stick has two ends

Everybody wants to go to
heaven but nobody wants to
die

Everyone has their price
Everything comes to those
who wait

Every tide has its ebb
Failing to plan is planning to
fail

Faint heart never won fair
lady

Fair exchange is no robbery

Faith will move mountains

Fall seven times, stand up
eight

False friends are worse than
open enemies

Fake it till you make it

Feed a cold, starve a fever

Fight fire with fire

Fine feathers make fine birds

Finders keepers (losers
weepers)

Fine words butter no

parsnips

First come, first served

yakyacker.com

IPA

/'iven fram o fou @ maen
met larn ‘wizdem/

/"evri dog heez hiz det/

["evri d3eek haez hiz
dz1l/

["evri 'Ittel b1t helps/

/"evri maen for him'self
2nd 68 'devel teik 68
‘haindmoust/

/'gvri maen heez hiz
prais/

["evri 'piktfor telz o stori/

['evri stik haez tu endz/

/"evri badi wants te gou
to "heven bat 'nou badi
wants te dar/

['evri wan haez der
prais/

["evri 01 kamz te douz
hu wert/

['evri tard heez 1ts eb/

['fetlin te pleen 1z
‘pleentn te fe1l/

[feint hart 'never wan fer
‘lexdi/

[fer 1ks'tfeind3 1z nou
‘raberi/

/fe10 wil muv
‘'mauvntanz/

fol 'sevan taimz, steend
Ap eIt

fols frendz ar wars dzen
‘oupan ‘ena miz

ferk 1t t1l ju me1k 1t

fid @ kould, starv o ‘fiver

fart ‘farer wid 'farer

fain 'fedorz meik fain
bardz

‘farnderz 'kiperz
(‘luzarz 'wiparz)

farn wardz 'bater nou
‘parsnips

farst kam, farst sarvd

Meaning

You can learn something valuable
even from an enemy.

Everyone will have a moment of
success or good fortune.

Everyone will find a suitable partner.

Even small contributions are useful.

In a crisis, everyone looks out for
themselves.

Everyone can be bribed or persuaded
with the right offer.

A picture can convey a lot of
information.

Every situation has two sides or
consequences.

People desire rewards but are
unwilling to make sacrifices.
Same as 'every man has his price'.

Patience is rewarded.

Every good situation will eventually
decline.

Without planning, you are likely to fail.

Timidity will not achieve a desired
goal.

A fair trade is not dishonest.

Strong belief can achieve the
impossible.

No matter how many times you fail,
you must keep trying and never give
up.

Betrayal by someone you trust is
more harmful than having an obvious
enemy.

Act confident and capable even if you
are not, and eventually you will
become so.

Eat when you have a cold, but avoid
food when you have a fever.

Use the same methods as your
opponent to counter them.

Attractive clothing or appearance
makes a person look good.

If you find something, you have the
right to keep it; the person who lost it
must accept the loss.

Kind words are not enough; actions
are needed.

Those who arrive first will be served
or get the best choice.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: Why listen to his criticism? A: Even from a foe a
man may learn wisdom.

Q: He finally won. A: Every dog has his day.

Q: Will he ever find love? A: Every Jack has his Jill.

Q: | only donated $5. A: Every little bit helps.

When the ship started sinking, it was every man for
himself.

Q: He refused the money. A: Every man has his
price; maybe offer more.

Q: What does this photo mean? A: Every picture
tells a story.

Q: Is this deal good? A: Every stick has two ends;
consider the risks.

Q: He wants success but won't work hard. A:
Everybody wants to go to heaven but nobody
wants to die.

Q: Can we convince him? A: Everyone has their
price.

Q: I've been waiting for a promotion. A: Everything
comes to those who wait.

Q: Business is booming. A: Enjoy it; every tide has
its ebb.

Q: Why do we need a schedule? A: Failing to plan
is planning to fail.

Q: Should | ask her out? A: Faint heart never won
fair lady.

Q: Is it okay to trade? A: Fair exchange is no
robbery.

Q: Can we finish this? A: Faith will move
mountains.

After losing his job and his house, he reminded
himself: fall seven times, stand up eight.

She learned the hard way that false friends are
worse than open enemies when her best friend
stole her idea.

Q: I'm nervous about my presentation. A: Just fake
it till you make it; soon you'll feel confident.

My grandmother always said, 'Feed a cold, starve a
fever,' so she made me soup when | had a cold.

When the competitor lowered prices, the company
decided to fight fire with fire and cut their own
prices.

He looked so handsome in his new suit; fine
feathers make fine birds.

The child picked up the coin and said, 'Finders
keepers!" when his friend asked for it.

He promised to help, but fine words butter no
parsnips; | need actual assistance.

The tickets are limited, so it's first come, first
served.
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Expression

First things first

Fish always rots from the
head downwards (The fish
rots from the head down)

Fish and guests smell after
three days

Flattery will get you nowhere

Fools rush in (where angels
fear to tread)

For want of a nail the shoe
was lost; for want of a shoe
the horse was lost; and for
want of a horse the man was
lost

Forewarned is forearmed

Fortune favours the
bold/brave

Free is for me

From the sublime to the
ridiculous there is but a step

From its fruit the tree is
known

Genius is an infinite capacity
for taking pains

Give a dog a bad name and
hang him

Give a man a fish and you
feed him for a day. Teach a
man to fish and you feed him
for a lifetime

Give a man rope enough
and he will hang himself

Give him an inch and he will
take a mile

Give the devil his/her due

God helps those who help
themselves

Good fences make good
neighbours

Good talk saves the food

Half a loaf is better than no
bread

Handsome is as handsome
does

yakyacker.com

IPA

farst B1nz farst

fif ‘ol weiz rats fram &a
hed 'davnwardz (ds f1f
rats fram &sa hed dauvn)

fif @end gests smel
‘eeftor Ori de1z

‘flaeteri wil get ju
‘nou, wer

fulz raf In (wer 'eind3zolz
frr tu tred)

for want Av @ ne1l 8s fu
WAz lost; for want av @ Ju
&8 hors waz lost; eend
for want Av o hors 88
maen WAz lost

for'wornd 1z for'armd

‘fortfon ‘ferverz da
bould/bre1v

fri 1z for mi

fram &a sa'blaim tu 6
r1'dikjoles der 1z bat &
step

fram 1ts frut 8o tri 1z
noun

‘d3injes 1z e&n 'Infinat
ka'paesati for 'tetkin
peinz

g1v 8 dog o baed netm
&nd heen him

giv @ maen o fIf @nd ju
fid him for & dex. titf ©
meen tu fif aend ju fid
him for & 'lazf tazm

gIv @ maen roup I'nAf
aend hi wil haen him'self

giv him &n 1intf &end hi
wil tetk @ mail

g1iv 89 'deval hiz/har du

gad helps douz hu help
dam’selvz

gud 'fensaz meik gud
‘nerbarz

gud tok se1vz ds fud

heef o louf 1z 'betor daen
nou bred

‘haensem 1z &2z
‘haensam daz

Meaning

Important matters should be dealt
with before others.

Corruption or problems start at the top
of an organization.

Visitors overstay their welcome if they
stay too long.

Insincere praise will not help you
achieve your goal.

Inexperienced or foolish people act
boldly in situations where wiser
people are cautious.

Small neglects can lead to major
disasters.

Advance warning gives you time to
prepare.

Taking risks often leads to success.

People like getting things for free.

Something very noble can quickly
become absurd.

A person's character is judged by
their actions.

True genius comes from hard work
and attention to detail.

Once someone is unfairly labeled,
they are condemned.

It is better to teach someone a skill
than to provide temporary help.

If you give someone enough freedom,
they will eventually ruin themselves.

If you give someone a little, they will
demand much more.

Acknowledge the good qualities in
someone you dislike.

You should make an effort to solve
your own problems rather than relying
on divine help.

Clear boundaries help maintain good
relationships.

Pleasant conversation makes a meal
more enjoyable.

Something is better than nothing.

A person's actions define their
attractiveness, not their looks.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Let's finish this report first; first things first.

The company's scandal began with the CEQ; fish
always rots from the head downwards.

I love having friends over, but fish and guests smell
after three days.

He tried to compliment the boss, but flattery will get
you nowhere.

He invested all his savings in that risky startup;
fools rush in where angels fear to tread.

He forgot to tighten one bolt, and the whole
machine broke; for want of a nail the shoe was lost.

| told him about the difficult exam; forewarned is
forearmed.

She quit her job to start a business, and fortune
favours the bold—it succeeded.

When the store offered free samples, she grabbed
one, saying 'Free is for me.'

The ceremony was grand, but then the speaker
tripped; from the sublime to the ridiculous there is
but a step.

He always helps others; from its fruit the tree is
known.

She practiced for hours every day; genius is an
infinite capacity for taking pains.

After one mistake, everyone distrusted him; give a
dog a bad name and hang him.

Instead of giving him money, | taught him
budgeting; give a man a fish and you feed him for a
day...

The manager let the employee make his own
decisions, and soon he made a huge mistake; give
a man rope enough...

I let him borrow one book, and now he wants my
whole library; give him an inch and he will take a
mile.

| don't like him, but | have to give the devil his
due—he did excellent work.

He studied hard for the exam; God helps those who
help themselves.

We agreed on property lines; good fences make
good neighbours.

Dinner was simple, but the conversation was great;
good talk saves the food.

The salary was lower than expected, but half a loaf
is better than no bread.

He may be plain, but he's kind; handsome is as
handsome does.
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Expression

Hard cases make bad law

Hard work never did anyone
any harm

He that goes a-borrowing,
goes a-sorrowing

He who can, does; he who
cannot, teaches

He who hesitates is lost

He who laughs last laughs
longest

He who lives by the sword,
dies by the sword

He who loves the world as
his body may be entrusted
with the empire — Laozi,
Chinese philosopher (604
BC —c. 531 BC)

He who makes a beast out
of himself gets rid of the pain
of being a man

He who pays the piper calls
the tune

He who knows does not
speak. He who speaks does
not know — Laozi, Chinese
philosopher (604 BC — c.
531 BC)

He who sups with the Devil
should have a long spoon

Health is wealth

Hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned; Heav'n has
no Rage, like Love to Hatred
turn'd, Nor Hell a Fury, like a
Woman scorn'd — William
Congreve, _The Mourning
Bride_, Act Il scene viii

Hindsight is always
twenty-twenty
History repeats itself

Home is where the heart is

Hope for the best, and
prepare for the worst

Hope springs eternal

Horses for courses

How long is a piece of
string?

yakyacker.com

IPA

hard 'keisiz meik baed
o

hard wark 'never did
‘eni, wan ‘eni harm

hi daet gouz e-'barouin,
gouz a-'sarouvin

hi hu keen, daz; hi hu
‘keenat, 'titfiz

hi hu "hezr tetts 1z lost

hi hu leefs leest laefs
‘longzst

hi hu lzvz bar ds sord,
da1z bar 6s sord

hi hu Iavz 8 warld ez
hiz 'badi mer bi

1n 'trastid wid di
‘emparar

hi hu meiks o bist aut Av
him’self gets rid av 8o
pein Av 'bitn @ maen

hi hu peiz ds 'parpar
kolz &a tun

hi hu nouz daz nat spik.
hi hu spiks daz nat nou

hi hu saps wid ds 'deval
Jud haev a lon spun

hel® 1z weld

hel haeB nouv ‘fjuri lazk
‘wuman skornd; "heven
hzez nouv rexd3, laik Iav
tu "hertrid tarnd, nor hel
8 'fjuri, lazk ® 'wuman
skornd

‘haind sart 1z "ol weiz
"twenti-"twenti
‘histeri r1'pits 1t'self

houm 1z wer 8a hart 1z

houp for 8a best, eend
pr1'per for 8o warst

houp sprinz 1'tarnal

‘horsiz for 'korsiz

hau lon 1z & pis Av strin

Meaning

Difficult or extreme cases can lead to
poor legal precedents.

Working hard is beneficial and not
harmful.

Borrowing money leads to worry and
sadness.

Those who are skilled do things;
those who are not skilled teach
others.

If you delay, you may miss an
opportunity.

The person who ultimately succeeds
has the final satisfaction.

If you use violence, you will eventually
suffer violence.

A person who cares for the world as
they care for themselves is fit to lead.

By acting without reason or emotion,
one avoids human suffering.

The person who provides the money
has control.

Wise people are quiet; those who talk
a lot are often ignorant.

When dealing with dangerous people,
keep a safe distance.

Good health is more valuable than
money.

A woman who has been rejected can
be extremely angry and vengeful.

It is easy to understand something
clearly after it has happened.

Events tend to happen again in
similar ways.

Your home is the place you feel most
love and belonging.

Be optimistic but also ready for
difficulties.

People always remain hopeful, even
in difficult times.

Different people are suited to different
things.

A question that has no definite
answer.

Common English Proverbs

Example

The judge ruled narrowly to avoid setting a bad
precedent; hard cases make bad law.

Don't be afraid to put in extra effort; hard work
never did anyone any harm.

He took out many loans and now regrets it; he that
goes a-borrowing, goes a-sorrowing.

He couldn't succeed in business, so he became a
professor; he who can, does; he who cannot,
teaches.

She didn't apply for the job in time; he who
hesitates is lost.

They mocked his idea, but it became a huge
success; he who laughs last laughs longest.

The gang leader was killed in a shootout; he who
lives by the sword, dies by the sword.

The leader showed compassion for all; he who
loves the world as his body may be entrusted with
the empire.

After the tragedy, he became cold and ruthless; he
who makes a beast out of himself gets rid of the
pain of being a man.

The investor demanded changes; he who pays the
piper calls the tune.

The expert listened more than he talked; he who
knows does not speak.

He was cautious in the negotiation; he who sups
with the Devil should have a long spoon.

After his iliness, he realized that health is wealth.

When he left her, she destroyed his reputation; hell
hath no fury like a woman scorned.

Looking back, | should have invested; hindsight is
always twenty-twenty.

The country is making the same mistakes; history
repeats itself.

Even though he travels, he always returns; home is
where the heart is.

| hope the weather is good, but I'll bring an
umbrella; hope for the best, and prepare for the
worst.

Despite the losses, fans still believe; hope springs
eternal.

He's good at sales, but not management; horses
for courses.

Q: How long will it take? A: How long is a piece of
string?
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Expression

Hunger never knows the
taste, sleep never knows the
comfort

Idle hands are the devil's
workshop

If anything can go wrong, it
will (Also referred to as
Murphy's law)

If a job is worth doing, it is
worth doing well

If all you have is a hammer,
every problem looks like a
nail.

If at first you do not succeed,
try, try again

If God had meant us to fly,
he would have given us
wings

If ifs and ands were pots and
pans, there would be no
work for tinkers

If ifs and buts were candies
and nuts, we'd all have a
merry Christmas

If it were not for hope the
heart would break

If it were a snake, it would
have bit you

If the mountain will not come
to Mohammed, then
Mohammed must go to the
mountain

If wealth is lost, nothing is
lost. If health is lost,
something is lost. If
character is lost, everything
is lost

If wishes were horses,
beggars would ride

If you're growing in age, then
you're nearing to the
graveyard

If you can't be good, be
careful

If you can't live longer, live
deeper

If you can't run with the
horses, get off the track

If you can't stand the heat,
get out of the kitchen

If you give a mouse a
cookie, he'll always ask for a
glass of milk

If you think that you know
everything, then you're a
Jack ass

yakyacker.com

IPA

‘hangaer 'never nouz 8o
teist, slip 'never nouz do
‘kamfart

‘ardal heendz ar ds
‘devalz 'wark Jap

1f "eni B1n kaen gou ron,
1t wil

1f @ d3ab 1z war 'duin,
1t 1z warb 'duin wel

1f ol ju heev 1z & "haemar,
‘evri ‘prablem luks laik @
neil

1f eet farst ju du nat
sok'sid, trar, trar a'gen

1f gad haed ment as tu
flaz, hi wud haev 'given
AS WINZ

1f 1fs eend aendz war
pats and paenz, der
wud bi nou wark for
‘tinkerz

1f 1fs and bats war
'keendiz and nats, wid ol
haev @ 'meri 'krismas

1f 1t war nat for houp 6
hart wud bretk

1f 1t war o sneik, 1t wud
haev b1t ju

1f & 'mauvnten wil nat
kam te mou'heemid, den
mou'haemid mast gou
te 6@ 'mauntan

1f welB 1z lost, 'nABIN 1z
lost. 1f hel® 1z lost,
'sAnmb1n 1z lost. 1f
'keriktor 1z lost, "evriBIn
1z lost

1f ‘'wif1iz war ‘horsiz,
‘begarz wud raid

1f jur 'grouin 1n e1d3,
oen jur 'nirin te 68
‘gre1vjard

1f ju kaent bi gud, bi
‘kerfal

1f ju keent l1v ‘longar, liv
"dipar

1f ju kaent ran wid da
‘horsiz, get of &a traek

1f ju kaent steend &a hit,
get aut av s 'Kkrtfin

1f ju g1v @ maus o 'kuki,
hil "olweiz aesk for @
glees av milk

1f ju B1nk deet ju nou
‘evrifin, den jur o dzaek
&®s

Meaning

When you are truly hungry or tired,
you don't care about quality.

When people have nothing to do, they
may get into trouble.

Things will go wrong if there is any
possibility.

Any task worth undertaking should be
done with care.

If you only have one skill, you tend to
apply it to every situation.

Persevere and keep trying until you
succeed.

Some things are not meant for
humans to do.

Wishing or speculating about what
might have been is useless.

Wishing or making excuses does not
change reality.

Hope is essential to endure hardship.

Something obvious that you failed to
notice.

If something won't happen on its own,
you must take action.

Character is more important than
wealth or health.

Wishing alone does not make things
happen.

Aging reminds us of mortality.

If you misbehave, at least avoid
getting caught or hurt.

Make life meaningful rather than just
long.

If you can't keep up, step aside.
If you can't handle pressure, leave the

situation.

One favor leads to another request.

Arrogance makes you look foolish.

Common English Proverbs

Example

After the long hike, he ate anything; hunger never
knows the taste.

He started causing mischief when he was bored;
idle hands are the devil's workshop.

The computer crashed right before the deadline; if
anything can go wrong, it will.

He spent extra time perfecting the report; if a job is
worth doing, it is worth doing well.

He's a programmer, so he wants to code
everything; if all you have is a hammer, every
problem looks like a nail.

She failed the test twice but passed the third time; if
at first you do not succeed, try, try again.

He refused to fly, saying if God had meant us to fly,
he would have given us wings.

He kept saying 'if only | had studied'; if ifs and ands
were pots and pans, there would be no work for
tinkers.

Q: | could have passed if | had studied more. A: If
ifs and buts were candies and nuts, we'd all have a
merry Christmas.

Even in the darkest times, remember: if it were not
for hope the heart would break.

Your keys are right on the table. If it were a snake,
it would have bit you.

The store won't deliver, so I'll pick it up myself. If
the mountain will not come to Mohammed, then
Mohammed must go to the mountain.

He lost his job but kept his integrity. Remember: if
wealth is lost, nothing is lost; if health is lost,
something is lost; if character is lost, everything is
lost.

| wish | were rich. Well, if wishes were horses,
beggars would ride.

He joked, 'If you're growing in age, then you're
nearing to the graveyard.'

Q: Should | sneak out? A: If you can't be good, be
careful.

She traveled and learned new skills. If you can't live
longer, live deeper.

He couldn't handle the fast pace, so he quit. If you
can't run with the horses, get off the track.

The manager told him, 'If you can't stand the heat,
get out of the kitchen."'

| helped him once, and now he keeps asking for
more. If you give a mouse a cookie, he'll always
ask for a glass of milk.

He claimed to know it all, but he failed. If you think
that you know everything, then you're a jackass.
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Expression

If you lie down with dogs,
you will get up with fleas
(James Sandford, _The
Garden of Pleasure_)

If you pay peanuts, you get
monkeys

If you play with fire, you will
get burned

If you steal from one author,
it is plagiarism; if you steal
from many, it is research
(Wilson Mizner (1876-1933),
American writer and
entrepreneur)

If you want a thing done well,
do it yourself

If you have never seen the
bottom of the tree, you
cannot know how tall it
stands

If you must dance with the
Devil, you might as well
know his favorite song (H.
Anthony Ribadeneira)

If you've got it, flaunt it

In for a penny, in for a pound

(March comes) in like a lion,
(and goes) out like a lamb

In the kingdom of the blind,
the one eyed man is king

In the midst of life, we are in
death

Into every life a little rain
must fall

It's the little things

It ain't over till/until it's over

It ain't over till the fat lady
sings

It ain't what you don't know
that gets you into trouble. It's
what you know for sure that
just ain't so

It goes without saying
It is a small world

Itis all grist to the mill

Itis an ill wind (that blows no
one any good)

yakyacker.com

IPA

1f ju lar davn wid dogz,
ju wil get Ap wid fliz

1f ju pet 'pinats, ju get
‘mankiz

1f ju pler wid farr, ju wil
get barnd

1f ju stil fram wan "0Bar,
1t 1z 'plerd3s, rizem; 1f ju
stil fram 'meni, 1t 1z
r1'sartf

1f ju want @ 01n) dan wel,
du 1t jor'self

1f ju haev 'never sin da
‘batem av dae tri, ju
'kaenat nou hau tol 1t
steendz

1f ju mast deens wid de
‘deval, ju mart sez wel
nouv hiz ‘ferverit son

1f juv gat 1t, flont 1t

in for @ 'peni, In for @
pavnd

mart] kamz 1n laik @
‘latan, eend gouz aut
lazk & l&am

in &8 'kindem av 68
blaind, 6@ wan aid maen
1z kin

in &a midst av lazf, wi ar
1n deb

'Intu "evri la1f o 'lrtel
rein mast fol

1ts &9 'lital B1nz

1t exnt ‘ouver til 1ts
‘ouvar

1t eint ‘ouver t1l 8o feet
‘lerdi sinz

1t eInt wat ju dount nou
Oaet gets ju 'Intu ‘trabal.
1ts wat ju nou for Jur daet
d3ast eint sou

1t gouz wr'daut 'serrn
1t 1z © smol warld

1t 1z ol gr1st te &a mil

1t 1z an 1l wind deet
blousz nou wan “eni gud

Meaning

Bad company brings trouble.

Low pay attracts unskilled workers.

Taking risks leads to consequences.

Taking from many sources is seen as
research, not theft.

To ensure quality, do it personally.

Understanding the foundation is key
to appreciating the whole.

If you engage with evil, be prepared.

Show off your talents or assets.

Once committed, see it through fully.

March weather starts harsh and ends
mild.

Among those with less ability, even a
small advantage makes you superior.

Death can happen at any time, even
during life.

Everyone experiences hardship.

Small details matter most.

Don't assume the outcome until it's
final.

The outcome is uncertain until the
very end.

False confidence in wrong knowledge
causes problems.

Something is obvious and doesn't
need stating.

People are connected in surprising
ways.

Everything can be used to your
advantage.

Every bad situation benefits
someone.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Hanging out with troublemakers got him arrested. If
you lie down with dogs, you will get up with fleas.

The company hired cheap labor and got poor
results. If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys.

He invested in a risky scheme and lost everything.
If you play with fire, you will get burned.

He copied from several books and called it
research. If you steal from one author, it is
plagiarism; if you steal from many, it is research.

| rewrote the report myself. If you want a thing done
well, do it yourself.

You need to study the basics first. If you have
never seen the bottom of the tree, you cannot know
how tall it stands.

He negotiated with a corrupt official. If you must
dance with the Devil, you might as well know his
favorite song.

She wore a designer dress to the party. If you've
got it, flaunt it.

| already invested time, so I'll finish the project. In
for a penny, in for a pound.

It snowed early March but was warm by the end.
March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.

He was the only one who could read, so he
became leader. In the kingdom of the blind, the
one-eyed man is king.

The sudden accident reminded us: in the midst of
life, we are in death.

She lost her job, but she'll recover. Into every life a
little rain must fall.

He remembered her favorite flower. It's the little
things.

The team was losing but scored in the last minute.
It ain't over till it's over.

Don't give up yet; it ain't over till the fat lady sings.

He was sure the bridge was safe, but it collapsed. It
ain't what you don't know that gets you into trouble;
it's what you know for sure that just ain't so.

It goes without saying that you should be on time.

I met my neighbor in Paris. It is a small world.

Even criticism is helpful. It is all grist to the mill.

The storm damaged houses but helped the repair
business. It is an ill wind that blows no one any
good.
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Expression

It is best to be on the safe
side

It is better to be smarter than
you appear than to appear
smarter than you are

It is better to give than to
receive

It is better to cultivate a Land
with two Bulls, rather
working under Boss who
never gives Wage when
asked

It is better to travel hopefully
than to arrive

It is easy to be wise after the
event

It's Greek to me

It is like juggling sand (lan
Murray)

It is never too late

It is no use crying over spilt
milk

It is no use locking the stable
door after the horse has
bolted

It is not enough to learn how
to ride, you must also learn
how to fall

Itis on

It is the early bird that gets
the worm

It is the empty can that
makes the most noise

It is the squeaky wheel that
gets the grease

Itis what it is

It needs a hundred lies to
cover a single lie

It takes a thief to catch a
thief

It takes a whole village to
raise a child

It takes all sorts to make a
world

It takes one to know one

It takes two to tango

I'm going to have to give you
the pink slip

It will come back and haunt
you

It will be the same a hundred
years hence

yakyacker.com

IPA

1t 1z best to bi an ds seif
sard

1t 1z 'betar to bi 'smarter
daen ju o'prr dzen to
9'p1r 'smartar daen ju ar

1t 1z 'betar te giv daen te
r1'siv

1t 1z 'betar to 'kaltvert
leend wid tu bulz, ‘reeder
‘warkin ‘andar bos hu
‘nevar givz werd3 wen
aeskt

1t 1z 'betor to 'traeval
‘houpfali dzen te o'raiv

1t 1z 'izi te bi waiz 'eefter
Oi 1'vent

1ts grik to mi

1t 1z latk ‘d3aglin seend

1t 1z ‘never tu lert

1t 1z nou jus 'krartin
‘ouvar spilt milk

1t 1z nou jus 'lakin 8o
‘steibal dor 'eefter 60
hors haez 'boultrd

1t 1z nat 1'nAf te 13rn hau
te raid, ju mast 'olsou
13rn hau ta fol

it1z an

1t 1z 8i '3rli bard daet gets
68 warm

1t 1z 8i "'empti keen daet
metks da moust no1z

1t 1z 89 "skwiki wil daet
gets s gris

it1zwatit iz

1t nidz @ 'handrad laiz te
‘kaver o 'singal lat

1t tetks o Bif to kaet[ o Bif

1t tetks & houl 'vilid3 te
reiz o tfa1ld

1t texks ol sorts te meik o
warld

1t tetks wan te nou wan

1t tetks tu te 'teengou

aim 'gouin te heev te
g1v ju 69 pink slip

1t wil kam baek and hont
ju

1t wil bi 8o sexm o
‘handrad jirz hens

Meaning

Better to be cautious.

True intelligence is better than a false
impression.

Giving brings more joy than receiving.

Self-employment is better than an
unreliable employer.

The anticipation is often better than
the outcome.

Hindsight is 20/20.

| don't understand it.

A futile or impossible task.

You can always start or change.

Don't dwell on past mistakes.

Taking precautions after damage is
pointless.

Prepare for failure as well as success.

A challenge or event is accepted or
starting.

Being early gives advantage.

Those with least substance talk the
most.

Complaining gets attention.

Accept the situation as it is.

Lying leads to more lies.

Someone with similar experience can
catch a wrongdoer.

Community is essential for a child's
upbringing.

Diversity is necessary.

You recognize similar traits in others.

Both parties are responsible for a
situation.

You are fired.

Past actions will cause future
problems.

Current worries won't matter in the
long run.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Bring an umbrella; it is best to be on the safe side.

He listens more than he speaks. It is better to be
smarter than you appear than to appear smarter
than you are.

She donated to charity. It is better to give than to
receive.

He started his own farm instead of working for a
stingy boss. It is better to cultivate a land with two
bulls than work under a boss who never pays.

The journey was more fun than the destination. It is
better to travel hopefully than to arrive.

After the crash, everyone knew it was a bad
investment. It is easy to be wise after the event.

This manual is full of jargon. It's Greek to me.

Trying to organize this chaos is like juggling sand.

She went back to school at 60. It is never too late.

| broke a vase. Oh well, it is no use crying over spilt
milk.

He installed a security system after the burglary. It
is no use locking the stable door after the horse
has bolted.

In martial arts, they teach you how to fall safely. It is
not enough to learn how to ride, you must also
learn how to fall.

Q: Ready for the game? A: It is on!

She arrived early and got the best seats. It is the
early bird that gets the worm.

He boasts constantly but knows little. It is the
empty can that makes the most noise.

If you want a raise, speak up. It is the squeaky
wheel that gets the grease.

We lost the game. It is what it is.

He told one lie and then had to invent many more.
It needs a hundred lies to cover a single lie.

The police used an ex-con to find the criminal. It
takes a thief to catch a thief.

Teachers, neighbors, and family all helped. It takes
a whole village to raise a child.

Some people are quiet, others loud. It takes all
sorts to make a world.

Q: He's a liar. A: It takes one to know one.

Don't blame only him; it takes two to tango.

Due to budget cuts, I'm going to have to give you
the pink slip.

If you cheat, it will come back and haunt you.

Don't stress over this mistake; it will be the same a
hundred years hence.
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Expression

Islands depend on reeds,
just as reeds depend on

islands (Myanmar proverbs)

Jack of all trades, master of

none/one/some

Judge not, that ye be not
judged

Keep your chin up

Keep your powder dry
(Valentine Blacker, 1834
from _Oliver's Advice_)

Kill the chicken to scare the

monkey

Kill the goose that lays the

golden egg(s)

Kill two birds with one stone.

Kindness in words creates

confidence. Kindness in
thinking creates

profoundness. Kindness in
giving creates love (Laozi,

Chinese philosopher, 604
BC —c. 531 BC)

Knock on (or touch) wood

Know which side (one's)
bread is buttered (on)

Knowledge is power, guard it

well

A language is a dialect with

an army and navy

The last drop makes the cup

run over

Laugh before breakfast, cry

before supper

Laugh and the world laughs

with you, weep and you
weep alone

Late lunch makes day go
faster

Learn a language, and you

will avoid a war (Arab
proverb)

Least said, soonest mended

Less is more

Let bygones be bygones

yakyacker.com

IPA

/d3eek av ol tre1dz,
‘maestar av
nAn/wan/sam/

/d3ad3 nat, daet ji: bi: nat
dzadzd/

/ki:p jo:r tfin ap/

/ki:p jo:r ‘pauvder drat/

/k1l 8a 'tfikin te sker 6o
‘manki/

/k1l 8a gu:s daet le1z da
‘gouldan eg(z)/

/k1l tu: b3:rdz wid wan
stoun/

/nak an (or tatf) wud/

/nou witf sa1d (wanz)
bred 1z 'baterd (an)/

/'nalid3 1z 'paver, gard
1t wel/

/o 'leengwid3 1z &
‘dara lekt wid an 'armi
a&nd 'nervi/

/6o leest drap meiks 08
kap ran ‘ouvaer/

/lzef b1'for 'brekfast, kraz
b1 'for 'sapar/

Nleef send da wa:rld leefs
wid ju:, wiip aend ju:
wi:p a'loun/

/lett Iant] me1ks de1 gou
‘feestar/

/13:rn 8 'laengwid3, eend
ju: wil 8'vord & wo:r/

/li:st sed, 'su:nist
‘mendid/

/les 1z ma:r/

/let "bar,gonz bi
‘bar,gonz/

Meaning

Everything and everyone is
interconnected and mutually
dependent.

A person who has many skills but is
not an expert in any one; sometimes
used positively to mean versatile.

Do not criticize others, because you
will be criticized in the same way.

Stay positive and confident in a
difficult situation.

Be prepared and ready for action.

Punish someone as a warning to
others.

Destroy a valuable resource out of
greed or short-sightedness.

Achieve two goals with a single
action.

Kindness expressed in different ways
leads to confidence, depth, and love.

An expression to avoid tempting fate
after a boast or prediction of good
luck.

Know where one's advantage lies and
act accordingly.

Knowledge gives power, so protect it
carefully.

The distinction between a language
and a dialect is political, based on
power and military might.

A small addition can cause a situation
to become overwhelming.

Excessive joy early in the day may be
followed by sorrow later.

People enjoy sharing happiness but
avoid sharing sorrow.

Having lunch later can make the
workday seem shorter.

Communication through language
learning prevents conflict.

Saying less about a problem helps
resolve it quickly.

Simplicity and minimalism are often
more effective.

Forgive past offenses and move on.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: Why should we care about the small businesses
in our town? A: Islands depend on reeds, just as
reeds depend on islands. The local economy
thrives when we support each other.

He can fix cars, paint houses, and play guitar, but
he's a jack of all trades, master of none.

Before you condemn her for being late, remember:
judge not, that ye be not judged.

| know you failed the test, but keep your chin
up—you'll do better next time.

We don't know when the opportunity will come, so
keep your powder dry.

The manager fired one employee to scare the rest
into working harder—xkill the chicken to scare the
monkey.

By overfishing, we are killing the goose that lays
the golden eggs.

| can drop off the package and pick up groceries on
the same trip—xkill two birds with one stone.

Remember Laozi's wisdom: kindness in words
creates confidence, kindness in thinking creates
profoundness, kindness in giving creates love.

I've never had a car accident, knock on wood.

He always agrees with the boss because he knows
which side his bread is buttered on.

In the digital age, knowledge is power, guard it well
with strong passwords.

Q: Why is Mandarin considered a language but
Cantonese a dialect? A: A language is a dialect
with an army and navy.

| was already stressed, and then my car broke
down—the last drop made the cup run over.

Don't celebrate too early; laugh before breakfast,
cry before supper.

When she won the lottery, everyone celebrated
with her, but when she lost her job, no one
came—Ilaugh and the world laughs with you, weep
and you weep alone.

| had lunch at 2 PM and the afternoon flew by—late
lunch makes day go faster.

Q: Why should | study Arabic? A: Learn a
language, and you will avoid a war.

After the argument, he apologized briefly and
moved on—least said, soonest mended.

The minimalist design of the app is elegant—less is
more.

We had a disagreement, but let's let bygones be
bygones and work together.
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Expression

Let not the sun go down on
your wrath

Let sleeping Aussies lie

Let the buyer beware

Let the cat out of the bag

Let the dead bury the dead
(N.T.)

Let the punishment fit the
crime

Let well alone

Let your hair down

Lie back and think of
England

Life begins at forty

Life is too short not to do
something that matters.

Life is not all beer and
skittles

Life is what you make it

Like father, like son

Like white on rice

Little pitchers have big ears

Little strokes fell great oaks

Little things please little
minds

Live and let live

Live each day as if it were
your last and one day you
will surely be right

Live for today, for tomorrow
never comes

Live to fight another day
(This saying comes from an
English proverbial rhyme,
"He who fights and runs
away, may live to fight
another day")

Loose lips sink ships

Love is blind — _The Two
Gentlemen of Verona_, Act
I, Scene 1

yakyacker.com

IPA

/let nat &8 san gou daun
an jor reed/

/let sli:p1n 'o:ziz lat/

/let &a 'barer b1'wer/

/let 6o keet aut av 00
baeg/

/et & ded 'beri da ded/

/let &a 'panifmant fit da
krazm/

/et wel o'loun/

/et jo:r her daun/

/lat baek aend B1nk av
‘mglend/

Nlazf b1'ginz aet ‘forti/

/lazf 1z tu: [o:rt nat te du:
‘sAmO1n dezet ‘'maetorz/

/la1f 1z nat o:1 b1r 2end
‘skitelz/

/latf 1z wat ju: meik 1t/

Nlaik ‘fa:der, latk san/

/laik watt an ra1s/

['lital "pitferz haev big
rz/

/'Ixtal strouks fel grert
ouks/

['lital 810z pli:z ‘Iztal
maindz/

/lzv eend let lzv/

/v it der ez 1f 1t wa'r
joir leest aend wan der ju:
wil ‘forli bi: rart/

/lzv forr to'der, forr
te'ma:rouv 'never kamz/

/l1v te fart @' nader der/

/lu:s l1ps sink [1ps/

/Iav 1z blaind/

Meaning

Resolve anger before the day ends.

Do not disturb a situation that is
currently calm (variant of 'let sleeping
dogs lie").

The buyer is responsible for checking
the quality of goods before purchase.

Reveal a secret unintentionally.

Focus on the future and let the past
be forgotten.

Penalties should be proportional to
the offense.

Do not interfere with something that is
already satisfactory.

Relax and behave informally.

Endure a duty or unpleasant situation
passively (historically about marital
sex).

Middle age is a time of new
opportunities and vitality.

Don't waste time on trivial pursuits;
pursue meaningful goals.

Life is not just fun and pleasure; it has
difficulties.

Your attitude and actions determine
your life's quality.

Sons often resemble their fathers in
behavior or character.

Very close or attentive; inseparable.

Children often hear and understand
more than adults think.

Persistent small efforts can achieve
great results.

Trivial things amuse people with
simple tastes.

Be tolerant of others' differences.

Seize the day because eventually you
will die.

Focus on the present because the

future is uncertain.

Retreat now to preserve strength for
future battles.

Careless talk can cause disaster.

Love makes people overlook flaws.

Common English Proverbs

Example

They made up before bedtime, remembering to let
not the sun go down on your wrath.

He didn't bring up the old argument—better to let
sleeping Aussies lie.

The car had hidden defects, but the seller said 'let
the buyer beware.'

She let the cat out of the bag about the surprise
party.

After the scandal, the company decided to let the
dead bury the dead and move forward.

The judge gave him community service instead of
jail—let the punishment fit the crime.

The system works fine, so let well alone and don't
change it.

After work, she let her hair down and went dancing
with friends.

She didn't enjoy the formal dinner, so she just lied
back and thought of England.

He started a new career at 45—life begins at forty!

She quit her job to volunteer abroad because life is
too short not to do something that matters.

He thought college would be easy, but life is not all
beer and skittles.

Don't complain about your situation—life is what
you make it.

He's a great mechanic, just like his dad—like
father, like son.

The toddler stuck to his mother like white on rice.

Don't gossip in front of the kids—little pitchers have
big ears.

He saved a little each month and eventually bought
a house—little strokes fell great oaks.

He was thrilled with a new pen—Ilittle things please
little minds.

They have different lifestyles, but they live and let
live.

He traveled the world because he believed in living
each day as if it were your last.

Stop postponing your dreams—live for today, for
tomorrow never comes.

The army withdrew to live to fight another day.

Don't share confidential information—loose lips
sink ships.

She ignores all his bad habits—love is blind.
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Expression IPA

Love of money is the root of
all evil av ol ‘ival/
Love makes the world go

around a'ravnd/

Love will find a way /Iav wil faind @ wet/

/meik her wail 88 san
fainz/

Make hay while the sun
shines

Make love not war /meik Iav nat wo:r/

/meen daz nat l1v bax
bred a'loun/

Man does not live by bread
alone

Man proposes, heaven
disposes

/maen pra’'pouziz,
‘heven di'spouziz/

Man thinks, God laughs

Manners maketh man

/'meni o 'lital meiks o
‘mikal/

Many a little makes a mickle

Many a mickle makes a

muckle ‘'makal/

/'meni o tru: wa:rd 1z
‘spoukan 1n d3est/

Many a true word is spoken
in jest

March comes in like a lion
and goes out like a lamb

/ma:rtf kamz 1n laik

o leem/

Marriages are made in

heaven ‘heven/

Marry in haste, repent at
leisure aet 'li:zor/
Memory is the treasure of

the mind &a maind/

/men ar blaind 1n der
oun koz/

Men are blind in their own
cause — Heywood Broun
(1888-1939), American
journalist

Men get spoiled by staying,
women get spoiled by
wandering

/men get spaild bat
‘ste1rn, 'wimin get
spa1ld bar ‘wandarin/

Might is right /matt 1z ra1t/

Might makes right /mart meiks rart/

Milking the bull /'milkn &s bul/

Moderation in all things

yakyacker.com

/Iav v 'mani 1z 8 ru:t

/Iav metks do wa:rld gou

/maen B1nks, gad laefs/

/'meenarz 'meiki® maen/

/'meni @ 'mikal meiks &

‘lazen @end gouz aut latk

/'meerid3iz a:r meid in

/'meeri 1n heist, r1’'pent

/'memeari 1z 88 'trezer av

/ . mada're1fan 1n ol B1nz/

Meaning

Greed for money leads to
wrongdoing.

Love is the driving force of life.

Love overcomes obstacles.

Take advantage of favorable
conditions.

Promote peace and love instead of
conflict.

People need spiritual or emotional
nourishment, not just material goods.

People make plans, but fate
determines outcomes.

Human plans are often futile; a higher
power has the last laugh.

Good manners define a person's
character.

Small amounts accumulate into a
large amount.

Same as 'many a little makes a
mickle' (often used humorously).

Jokes often contain hidden truths.

March weather often starts harsh and
ends mild.

Soulmates are destined by fate.

Rushing into marriage leads to
long-term regret.

Memory is a valuable mental asset.

People are often unable to see faults
in their own arguments or actions.

Men become lazy if they stay home
too much, women become discontent
if they travel too much.

Those who are powerful can do what
they want.

Power justifies any action.

Trying to get something from a source
that cannot provide it.

Avoid extremes; practice balance.

Common English Proverbs

Example

He committed fraud because of greed—love of
money is the root of all evil.

Despite all the problems, love makes the world go
around.

They were separated by distance, but love will find
a way.

The economy is good, so make hay while the sun
shines and invest.

The protesters chanted 'make love not war.'

He works for passion, not just money—man does
not live by bread alone.

We planned a picnic, but it rained—man proposes,
heaven disposes.

He thought he had everything figured out, but then
he lost his job—man thinks, God laughs.

He always says please and thank you—manners
maketh man.

Saving a dollar a day adds up—many a little makes
a mickle.

He saved coins for years and finally had enough for
a car—many a mickle makes a muckle.

He joked about being fired, but many a true word is
spoken in jest.

It snowed on March 1st but was sunny on the
31st—March comes in like a lion and goes out like
alamb.

They met by chance and fell in love—marriages are
made in heaven.

They got married after a month and divorced within
a year—marry in haste, repent at leisure.

She can recall every detail of her childhood; truly,
memory is the treasure of the mind.

He insists he's right, but he's blind in his own
cause.

He never leaves the house; men get spoiled by
staying.

The bully took his lunch; might is right.

The dictator seized control; might makes right.

Asking him for money is like milking the bull.

She eats sweets but only a little; moderation in all
things.
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Expression

Monday's child is fair of face,
Tuesday's child is full of
grace, Wednesday's child is
full of woe, Thursday's child
has far to go, Friday's child is
loving and giving, Saturday's
child works hard for its living,
and a child that is born on
the Sabbath day is fair and
wise and good and gay

Money does not grow on
trees

Money earned by deceit,
goes by deceit

Money is not everything

Money demands care, you
abuse it and it disappears —
Rashida Costa

Money makes the world go
around

Money talks

Money makes many things,
but also makes devil dance

More haste, less speed

Mud sticks

Music has charms to soothe
the savage breast

Nature abhors a vacuum

Nature does not do anything
in vain

Needs must when the devil
drives

Never cast a clout until May
be out

Never give advice unless
asked

Never give a sucker an even
break

Never judge a book by its
cover

Never let the sun go down
on your anger

Never let the truth get in the
way of a good story

Never put off until tomorrow
what you can do today

yakyacker.com

IPA

/'mandeiz tfa1ld 1z fer av
fers, 'tuzdeiz tfa1ld 1z ful
av greis, 'wenzdelz
tfald 1z ful av wou,
'B3rzde1z tfa1ld haez far
tu gou, ‘frardeiz tfaild 1z
‘Iavin &nd 'grvin,
‘seeterdeiz tfa1ld warks
hard for 1ts ‘livin, eend 8
tfa1ld daet 1z born an &s
‘'seebab der 1z fer send
waiz eend gud aend ge1/

/'mani daz nat gros an
triz/

/'mani 3rnd bar d1'sit,
gouz bar dr'sit/

/'mani 1z nat "evriBn/

/'mani d1'maendz ker, ju
9'bjuz 1t eend 1t
disa'pirz/

/'mani meiks &s warld
gou @ 'ravnd/

/'mAni toks/

/'mani me1ks ‘meni
01nz, bat 'olsou meiks
‘devel deens/

/mor herst, les spid/

/mad stiks/

/'mjuzik haez tfarmz tu
sud da 'saevid3 brest/

/'neitfer aeb'horz o
‘vaekjuam/

/'neitfor daz nat du
'enib1n 1n vein/

/nidz mast wen 0o ‘deval
draivz/

/'never kaest o klaut
on'til mez bi aut/

/'never giv eed 'vais
an’les seskt/

/'ngver giv @ 'sakar en
‘iven bretk/

/'ngver d3ad3 e buk bar
1ts 'kavar/

/'nevaer let 88 san gou
daun an jor 'eenger/

/'nevar let 8a truB get 1n
09 wel av 8 gud 'stori/

/'ngver put of an'til
to'marou wat ju kaen du
te'der/

Meaning

A nursery rhyme attributing
personality traits to the day of birth.

Money is limited and not easily
obtained.

Dishonestly gained money is soon
lost dishonestly.

There are more important things than
wealth.

Money must be handled wisely or it
will be lost.

Money is essential for modern life and
drives society.

Wealth gives influence and power.

Money can cause both good and evil.

Rushing leads to mistakes and slower
progress.

Accusations or slander can
permanently damage reputation.

Music can calm even the most
agitated person.

Empty spaces tend to be filled.

Everything in nature has a purpose.

Sometimes you must do something
unpleasant because you have no
choice.

Don't remove winter clothes until May
ends.

Unsolicited advice is often
unwelcome.

Take advantage of gullible people.
Don't judge based on appearance.
Resolve anger before the day ends.
A good story is more important than

accuracy.

Don't procrastinate.

Common English Proverbs

Example

She was born on Wednesday; according to the
rhyme, Wednesday's child is full of woe.

Stop asking for expensive toys; money doesn't
grow on trees.

He cheated his way to wealth, but lost it all; money
earned by deceit goes by deceit.

He's rich but unhappy; money is not everything.

He spent recklessly and now he's broke; money
demands care.

In business, money makes the world go around.

The rich donor got his way; money talks.

He used his wealth for corruption; money makes
the devil dance.

He rushed the project and had to redo it; more
haste, less speed.

Even after the rumor was disproven, mud sticks.

After a stressful day, she listened to classical
music; music has charms to soothe the savage
breast.

When he left, someone else took his place; nature
abhors a vacuum.

Even the smallest insect has a role; nature does
nothing in vain.

| had to work overtime; needs must when the devil
drives.

It's warm today, but never cast a clout until May is
out.

He kept telling me what to do; | wish he'd never
give advice unless asked.

The con artist tricked him; never give a sucker an
even break.

He looked scruffy but was a genius; never judge a
book by its cover.

They argued but made up before bed; never let the
sun go down on your anger.

He exaggerated his adventure; never let the truth
get in the way of a good story.

Finish your homework now; never put off until
tomorrow what you can do today.
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Expression
Never reveal a man's wage,
and woman's age

Never speak ill of the dead

Never say die

Never say never

Never tell tales out of school

Never too old to learn

Nine tailors make a man,

No friends but the mountains

No guts, no glory

No man can serve two
masters

No names, no pack-drill

No news is good news

No one can make you feel
inferior without your consent

No pain, no gain

No rest for the wicked

Not all those who wander
are lost — "All that is gold
does not glitter" J.R.R.
Tolkien

Nothing is certain but death
and taxes

Nothing succeeds like
success

Oil and water do not mix
Of course my horse

Old sins cast long shadows.

Old soldiers never die, (they
simply/just fade away). From
a Great War soldiers' song;

the phrase was most notably

referred to by U.S. General
Douglas MacArthur
(1880-1964) in his farewell
address to the Congress.

Once a(n) \_, always a(n) \_

Once bitten, twice shy

yakyacker.com

IPA

/'nevar r1'vil @ maenz
weld3, eend ‘'wusmanz
erdz/

/'nevar spik 1l av da ded/

/'never se1 dar/

/'nevar se1 'never/

/'never tel tellz aut av
skul/

/'never tu ould tu larn/

/nain 'tetlorz meik o
maen/

/nou frendz bat 6e
‘'mauvntenz/

/nou gats, now 'glori/

/nos maen kaen s3rv tu
‘meestorz/

/nou neImz, nou paek
dril/

/nou nuz 1z gud nuz/

/nou wan keen meik ju fil
n frriar wi'daut jor
kan'sent/

/nou peln, nou gein/

/nou rest for 8o 'wikid/

/nat ol douz hu "'wandar
ar lost/

/'nABIn 1z 's3rtan bat
deB aend ‘taeksiz/

/'nAB1n sak'sidz latk
sok'ses/

/o1l 2&nd 'woter du nat
miks/

/av kors mat hors/

/ould sinz keest lon
'[eedouz/

/ould 'souldzerz ‘never
dar, ée1 'simpli fexd
a'wer/

/wans o, 'olweiz o/

/wans 'biten, twais fa1/

Meaning

Don't ask about salary or age.

Show respect for the deceased.

Never give up hope.

Don't rule out possibilities.

Don't gossip or reveal secrets.

Learning is lifelong.

A well-dressed man is made by many
tailors.

Nature is a reliable companion.

Risk is needed for reward.

You cannot serve two opposing
interests.

If no one is named, no punishment
follows.

Lack of news means nothing bad
happened.

Your self-worth is under your control.

Effort is required for achievement.

Bad people are always busy or
troubled.

Wandering doesn't mean being lost;
appearances can be deceiving.

Death and taxes are inevitable.

Success attracts more success.

Two incompatible things cannot be
combined.

An expression of enthusiastic
agreement.

Past wrongdoings have lasting
consequences.

Veterans are never forgotten, they
just gradually disappear.

A person's essential nature doesn't
change.

A bad experience makes you
cautious.

Common English Proverbs

Example

He asked her age; she replied, 'Never reveal a
man's wage, and woman's age.'

Even though he was mean, never speak ill of the
dead.

Despite the setbacks, never say die.

| thought I'd never travel, but now I'm abroad; never
say never.

She told everyone his secret; never tell tales out of
school.

My grandmother started painting at 80; never too
old to learn.

He looked sharp in his suit; nine tailors make a
man.

He felt isolated; no friends but the mountains.

He took the chance and succeeded; no guts, no
glory.

He tried to work two jobs but failed; no man can
serve two masters.

The culprit wasn't identified; no names, no
pack-drill.

| haven't heard from him; no news is good news.

She ignored the insults; no one can make you feel
inferior without your consent.

He trained hard; no pain, no gain.

He's always working; no rest for the wicked.

He travels aimlessly, but not all those who wander
are lost.

You can't avoid them; nothing is certain but death
and taxes.

After his first win, opportunities poured in; nothing
succeeds like success.

They argued constantly; oil and water do not mix.
Q: Will you come? A: Of course my horse!
His crime haunted him for years; old sins cast long

shadows.

The veteran said, 'Old soldiers never die, they just
fade away.'

Once a cheater, always a cheater.

After being scammed, he's wary; once bitten, twice
shy.
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Expression

One half of the world does
not know how the other half
lives

One hand washes the other

One kind word can warm
three winter months

One man's meat is another
man's poison

One man's terrorist is
another man's freedom
fighter

One might as well be
hanged for a sheep as a
lamb

One might as well throw
water into the seaasto do a
kindness to rogues

One law for the rich and
another for the poor

One who hates gifts shall
live

Opportunity does not knock
until you build a door

One swallow does not make
a summer

One who believes in Sword,
dies by the Sword

One who speaks only one
language is one person, but
one who speaks two
languages is two people.
Turkish Proverb

One year's seeding makes
seven years weeding

Only fools and horses work

Open confession is good for
the soul.

Opportunity never knocks
twice at any man's door

Other times other manners.

Out of the frying pan and into

the fire

Out of the mouths of babes
(and sucklings)

Parsley seed goes nine
times to the Devil

Pearls of wisdom

yakyacker.com

IPA

/wan heef av 8o warld
daz nat nou hawu i 'Ader
heef ltvz/

/wan hzend 'wafiz di
‘Noar/

/wan kaind ward kaen
worm Ori ‘wintar manBs/

/wAn maenz mit 1z
a'nadar meenz 'poizan/

/wAn maenz 'terarist 1z
a'nader meenz 'fridem
‘farter/

/wan mart ez wel bi
haend for s fip ez @
leem/

/wan matrt sez wel Brou
‘wotar '1ntu da si &z tu
du & 'kaindnas tu rouvgz/

/wan o for da r1tf eend
a'nader for 8e pur/

Meaning

People are unaware of others'
different circumstances.

Mutual cooperation benefits both.

Kindness has a lasting positive effect.

What one likes, another dislikes.

Perspective determines labeling.

If the punishment is the same, commit
the greater crime.

Helping dishonest people is futile.

Justice is applied unfairly based on
wealth.

A person who dislikes receiving gifts
will live a long life.

Opportunities come only after you
prepare and create the conditions for
them.

A single positive sign does not mean
a situation is completely good or
certain.

Those who rely on violence will
ultimately be destroyed by violence.

Learning another language gives you
a new perspective and identity.

A single mistake or bad decision can
cause long-term problems.

Working hard is for fools and animals;
clever people avoid unnecessary
labor.

Admitting your mistakes honestly
brings relief and moral cleansing.

A unique opportunity rarely comes
again; seize it when it appears.

Customs and behaviors change over
time; what was acceptable before
may not be now.

Escaping one bad situation only to
end up in a worse one.

Young children sometimes say
surprisingly wise or truthful things.

Parsley seeds take a long time to
germinate, as if they visit the devil
repeatedly.

Valuable pieces of advice or insightful
comments.

Common English Proverbs

Example

The rich don't understand poverty; one half of the
world does not know how the other half lives.

They helped each other; one hand washes the
other.

Her compliment cheered him for weeks; one kind
word can warm three winter months.

He loves spicy food, but | hate it; one man's meat is
another man's poison.

The rebel is seen as a hero by some; one man's
terrorist is another man's freedom fighter.

He stole a car; one might as well be hanged for a
sheep as a lamb.

He lent money to a known swindler; one might as
well throw water into the sea.

The rich man got a light sentence; one law for the
rich and another for the poor.

Q: Why does Grandpa refuse every birthday
present? A: He believes 'one who hates gifts shall
live' and wants to stay healthy.

Stop waiting for a lucky break; remember,
opportunity does not knock until you build a door.

Q: | got one good grade, so I'll pass the class. A:
One swallow does not make a summer; keep
studying.

The warlord learned too late that one who believes
in the sword dies by the sword.

After moving abroad, she felt like a different person
when speaking English—truly, one who speaks two
languages is two people.

He cheated on his taxes and now faces audits for
years—one year's seeding makes seven years
weeding.

Q: Why won't you take the overtime? A: Only fools
and horses work; I'd rather enjoy my free time.

He felt guilty until he told the truth—open
confession is good for the soul.

Q: Should | apply for that job? A: Yes, opportunity
never knocks twice at any man's door.

Q: Why don't people dress up for flights anymore?
A: Other times other manners.

She left her stressful job for a more demanding
one—out of the frying pan and into the fire.

Q: Why did you listen to a five-year-old? A: Out of
the mouths of babes—she was right.

| planted parsley weeks ago and nothing—parsley
seed goes nine times to the devil, | guess.

Grandpa shared some pearls of wisdom about
saving money.
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Expression IPA

Penny wise and pound
foolish

People who live in glass
houses should not throw
stones

Physician, heal thyself

Play stupid games, win
stupid prizes

Possession is nine-tenths of
the law

Power corrupts; absolute
power corrupts absolutely

Practice what you preach

Preaching to the choir

Pride comes/goes before a
fall

Procrastination is the thief of
time

Putting the cart before the
horse

Put your best foot forward

Put your money where your
mouth is

Rain does not fall on one
roof alone.

Reason is the slave of
passion

Red sky at night, shepherd's
delight; red sky in the
morning, shepherd's warning

Repetition is the mother of
learning

Respect is not given, it is
earned.

Revenge is a dish best
served cold

Revenge is sweet

Right or wrong, my country
Risk it for the biscuit

Rules for thee, not for me.

Rules were made to be
broken

yakyacker.com

Meaning

Being careful with small amounts of
money but wasteful with large
amounts.

Don't criticize others if you have
similar flaws yourself.

Before criticizing others, fix your own
problems first.

Engaging in foolish or risky behavior
leads to negative consequences.

Being in physical possession of
something gives a strong legal
advantage.

Having power makes people corrupt,
and unlimited power makes them
completely corrupt.

Act according to the advice you give
others.

Trying to convince people who
already agree with you.

Being too proud or arrogant often
leads to failure or humiliation.

Delaying tasks wastes time and
causes stress.

Doing things in the wrong order;
prioritizing the less important before
the essential.

Make a good first impression by
showing your best qualities.

Back up your words with action or
financial commitment.

Troubles and misfortunes happen to
everyone, not just one person.

Emotions often override logical
thinking.

A red sunset indicates good weather
next day; a red sunrise warns of bad
weather.

Repeating something helps you learn
and remember it.

You must act in a way that deserves
respect; it is not automatic.

Revenge is more satisfying when
delayed and carried out calmly.

Getting back at someone who
wronged you feels satisfying.

Loyalty to one's country regardless of
its actions.

Take a chance to get a reward.

Hypocritical application of rules where
the speaker exempts themselves.

Rules are not absolute; sometimes
breaking them is acceptable or
necessary.

Common English Proverbs

Example

He drives across town to save a dollar on gas but
buys expensive coffee daily—penny wise and
pound foolish.

Q: He called me messy. A: Look at his
desk—people who live in glass houses shouldn't
throw stones.

The coach who smokes tells players not to
smoke—physician, heal thyself.

He pranked the boss and got fired—play stupid
games, win stupid prizes.

Q: Can they take my car? A: You have the
keys—possession is nine-tenths of the law.

The dictator started with good intentions but
became ruthless—power corrupts, absolute power
corrupts absolutely.

Q: My dad tells me to be honest but he lies. A: He
should practice what he preaches.

Q: Why is he explaining recycling to
environmentalists? A: He's preaching to the choir.

He bragged about passing the exam without
studying, then failed—pride comes before a fall.

| kept putting off the project until the
deadline—procrastination is the thief of time.

Q: He bought a car before getting a license. A:
That's putting the cart before the horse.

For the interview, dress professionally and put your
best foot forward.

Q: You say you support the charity. A: Then put
your money where your mouth is and donate.

Q: Why is everyone stressed? A: Rain does not fall
on one roof alone; we all have problems.

He knew he shouldn't gamble, but his excitement
took over—reason is the slave of passion.

Q: Should | bring an umbrella? A: Red sky this
morning—shepherd's warning, so yes.

Practice your vocabulary daily—repetition is the
mother of learning.

Q: Why don't they respect me? A: Respect is not
given, it is earned—show them your integrity.

He waited years to expose his rival's
fraud—revenge is a dish best served cold.

When she won the award over her critic, she
smiled—revenge is sweet.

Q: Do you support the government's decision? A:
Right or wrong, my country—I stand by it.

Q: Should | invest in that startup? A: Risk it for the
biscuit—it could pay off big.

The manager fines employees for lateness but
arrives late himself—rules for thee, not for me.

Q: Why did you ignore the dress code? A: Rules
were made to be broken—I wanted to express
myself.
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See a pin and pick it up, all
the day you will have good
luck; See a pin and let it lay,
bad luck you will have all day

See no evil, hear no evil,
speak no evil

Seek and ye shall find

Set a thief to catch a thief

Shiny are the distant hills

Shrouds have no pockets

(Speech is silver but) Silence
is golden

Sit crooked and talk straight

Slow is smooth, smooth is
fast

Slowly but surely

Snake in the grass

Softly, softly, catchee
monkey

Some are more equal than
others

Spare the rod and spoil the
child

Speak as you find

Speak of the devil and he
shalllis sure/will appear

Speak softly and carry a big
stick

Sticks and stones may break
my bones, but words will
never hurt me

Stupid is as stupid does

Success has many fathers,
while failure is an orphan

(A) swarm in May is worth a
load of hay; a swarm in June
is worth a silver spoon; but a
swarm in July is not worth a
fly

Sucks to suck

Take care of the pennies,
and the pounds will take

care of themselves ker av dam'selvz/

yakyacker.com

/te1k ker av 89 'peniz,
end 6sa paundz wil teik

Meaning

A superstition: picking up a pin brings
good luck; ignoring it brings bad luck.

Ignore wrongdoing by not seeing,
hearing, or talking about it.

If you look for something diligently,
you will find it.

Use someone with similar skills or
background to catch a wrongdoer.

Things far away seem more attractive
than what you have nearby.

You can't take material possessions
with you after death.

Sometimes it's better to say nothing
than to speak.

Even if you are in a difficult position,
speak honestly and fairly.

Taking deliberate, careful action leads
to efficiency and speed in the long
run.

Making steady progress even if it's
slow.

A deceitful or treacherous person who
seems harmless.

Proceed gently and patiently to
achieve a goal.

Despite claims of equality, some
people have more privileges.

Without discipline, a child will become
unruly.

Give your honest opinion based on
your own experience.

When you talk about someone, they
often show up unexpectedly.

Be diplomatic but have strong power
or resources as a backup.

Physical attacks can hurt, but insults
should not affect you emotionally.

A person is judged by their actions,
not their appearance or words.

Many people claim credit for success,
but no one wants to take
responsibility for failure.

The timing of a bee swarm indicates
its value: early swarms are more
valuable for honey production.

A blunt expression of sympathy or
mockery for someone's misfortune
due to their own fault.

If you look after small amounts of
money, the larger amounts will
accumulate naturally.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: Why did you pick up that pin? A: See a pin and
pick it up, all the day you will have good luck.

When asked about the corruption, he just
smiled—see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil.

Q: | can't find my keys. A: Keep looking—seek and
ye shall find.

The police hired a former hacker to trace the
cybercriminal—set a thief to catch a thief.

Q: Why does she want to move abroad? A: Shiny
are the distant hills—she thinks it's better there.

Q: Why does he give away so much money? A:
Shrouds have no pockets—he values generosity.

During the argument, he stayed quiet—silence is
golden.

Q: How can he be honest after cheating? A: He sits
crooked but talks straight—he admitted his
mistake.

Q: Why are you going so slowly? A: Slow is
smooth, smooth is fast—I'll make fewer mistakes.

She's learning piano slowly but surely.

Q: | trusted him with my secret. A: Be careful—he's
a snake in the grass.

Q: How do you negotiate with him? A: Softly, softly,
catchee monkey—don't rush.

Q: Isn't everyone treated equally? A: In practice,
some are more equal than others.

Q: Why is he strict with his kids? A: He believes
spare the rod and spoil the child.

Q: What do you think of the restaurant? A: | speak
as | find—the food was great.

Q: Where's John? A: Speak of the devil—here he
comes.

The negotiator spoke calmly but hinted at
sanctions—speak softly and carry a big stick.

Q: He called you names. A: Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but words will never hurt me.

Q: He looks smart. A: Stupid is as stupid does—he
just lost his keys again.

After the project succeeded, everyone took
credit—success has many fathers, while failure is
an orphan.

Q: Should | capture that swarm? A: It's July—a
swarm in July is not worth a fly, so skip it.

Q: | failed because | didn't study. A: Sucks to suck.

Q: Why do you always save your spare change? A:
Take care of the pennies, and the pounds will take
care of themselves.
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Expression

Talk is cheap

Talk of Angels, and hear the
flutter of their wings

Tell me who your friends are,
and I'll tell you who you are

Tell the truth and shame the
Devil (Shakespeare, _Henry
IV_)

The age of miracles is past

The apple does not fall/never
falls far from the tree

The best condiments are
authentic flavors

The best defense is a good
offense

The best-laid plans of mice
and men often go awry

The best things in life are
free

The bigger they are, the
harder they fall

The boy is the father of the
man

The bread never falls but on
its buttered side

The cobbler always wears
the worst shoes

The comeback is greater
than the setback

The course of true love
never did run smooth

The customer is always right

The darkest hour is just
before the dawn

The Devil finds work for idle
hands to do
The Devil looks after his own

The die is cast

The end justifies the means

The enemy of my enemy is
my friend

yakyacker.com

IPA
Itok 1z tfip/

/tok av 'eInd3alz, @nd
hir 8o ‘flater av der
winz/

/tel mi hu jor frendz ar,
eend a1l tel mi hu ju ar/

/tel &a trub aend Jetm &8
"deval/

/6i e1d3 av ‘mirokalz 1z
paest/

/6i "aepal daz nat
fol/'nevaer folz far fram &o
tri/

/&a best 'kandemants ar
9'0entik ‘fletverz/

/69 best d1'fens 1z & gud
a'fens/

/65 best-lexd pleenz av
mais a&nd men 'ofen
gou a'rar/

/65 best 810z 1n larf ar
fri/

/ds 'biger de1 ar, 89
‘harder der fol/

/88 bo1 1z 8o ‘fader av
08 maen/

/63 bred 'nevar folz bat
an 1ts 'baterd said/

/6a 'kablar 'olweiz werz
09 warst Juz/

/68 'knmbaek 1z ‘gre1tar
dan ds 'setbaek/

/88 kors av tru Iav 'never
did ran smud/

/88 'kastemer 1z 'olweiz
rait/

/6s 'darkist aver 1z
d3ast b1'for 8o don/

/6 'deval faindz wark
for ‘ardel heendz tu du/

/8s 'deval luks "eeftor
h1z oun/

/6e dar 1z keest/

/8i end 'd3astifaiz e
minz/

/8i 'enami av mai ‘enami
1z mat frend/

Meaning

It's easy to say you'll do something,
but actions are more important than
words.

When you speak of someone, they
often appear soon after.

A person's character can be judged
by the company they keep.

Speaking honestly will defeat evil or
embarrassment.

Extraordinary events no longer
happen; we must rely on ordinary
means.

Children often resemble their parents
in character or behavior.

Natural, genuine tastes are superior
to artificial ones.

Attacking or being proactive is more
effective than merely defending.

Even careful plans can fail due to
unforeseen circumstances.

The most valuable experiences, like

love and friendship, don't cost money.

Powerful or successful people suffer
more when they fail.

Childhood experiences shape the
adult you become.

Misfortune always seems to strike in
the worst possible way.

Professionals often neglect their own
needs while serving others.

Recovering from failure is more
impressive than never failing.

Romantic relationships always face
difficulties.

In business, you should always agree
with the customer to keep them

happy.

Things often seem worst just before
they improve.

People who are bored or lazy are
more likely to get into trouble.

Bad people often seem to have
undeserved good luck.

A decision has been made and
cannot be changed; the outcome is
inevitable.

A good outcome excuses any
methods used to achieve it.

Two parties can become allies if they
share a common enemy.

Common English Proverbs

Example

He keeps promising to help, but talk is cheap—I'll
believe it when | see it.

Q: | was just talking about you! A: Talk of Angels,
and hear the flutter of their wings.

Q: Why do you care about his friends? A: Tell me
who your friends are, and I'll tell you who you are.

When caught in a lie, he decided to tell the truth
and shame the Devil.

Q: Do you think he'll recover? A: The age of
miracles is past, so we must accept reality.

She's a talented musician, just like her mother—the
apple doesn't fall far from the tree.

Q: Why don't you use sauce? A: The best
condiments are authentic flavors.

In negotiations, he argued aggressively—the best
defense is a good offense.

We prepared everything, but the weather ruined
our picnic—the best-laid plans of mice and men
often go awry.

Q: Why do you enjoy hiking so much? A: The best
things in life are free.

The scandal brought down the CEO—the bigger
they are, the harder they fall.

His early love of reading made him a writer—the
boy is the father of the man.

| dropped my sandwich and it landed butter-side
down—the bread never falls but on its buttered
side.

My mechanic's car is always broken—the cobbler
always wears the worst shoes.

After losing his job, he started a successful
business—the comeback is greater than the
setback.

They argued often, but the course of true love
never did run smooth.

Even when the complaint seemed unfair, the
manager said, 'The customer is always right.'

Don't give up now—the darkest hour is just before
the dawn.

Q: Why do you keep the kids busy? A: The Devil
finds work for idle hands to do.

He cheated and got away with it—the Devil looks
after his own.

Once he signed the contract, the die was cast.

He lied to get the job, believing the end justifies the
means.

The two rival companies teamed up against a
larger competitor—the enemy of my enemy is my
friend.
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Expression

The exception which proves
the rule

The female of the species is
more deadly than the male

The good die young

The grass is always greener
(on the other side) (of the
fence)

The hand that rocks the
cradle rules the world

The husband is always the
last to know

The innocent seldom find an
uncomfortable pillow —
William Cowper, English
poet

The labourer is worthy of his
hire

It is the last straw that
breaks the camel's back

The law is an ass (from
English writer Charles

Dickens' novel _Oliver

Twist_)

The leopard does not
change his spots

The left hand doesn't know
what the right hand is doing

The light is on but nobody is
home

The longest day must have
an end

The longest journey starts
with a single step

The Moon is made of green
cheese

The more the merrier

The more things change, the
more they stay the same

The nail that sticks out gets
hammered down

The only way to understand
a woman is to love her

The old wooden spoon beats

me down

The only way to find a friend
is to be one

The pot calling the kettle
black

The proof of the pudding is
in the eating

yakyacker.com

IPA

/8i 1k'sepfon witf pruvz
da rul/

/69 ‘fime1l av 8a 'spifiz
1z mor ‘dedli dan da
meil/

/68 gud dat jan/

/68 grees 1z 'olweiz
‘grinar (an 8i ‘Ader said)
(ov 0o fens)/

/68 heend deet raks 6
‘krexdal rulz 6s warld/

/83 "hazband 1z 'olweiz
0o laest tu nou/

/6i '1nasant 'seldem
faind an An'kamfartebal
‘p1lov/

/8 'letberar 1z 'w3rdi av
hiz hair/

/1t 1z 0o leest stro deet
brerks &a 'keemalz baek/

/68 |0 1z on aes/

/&a 'lepard daz nat
tfeind3 hiz spats/

/8o left heend 'dazant
nou wat de rart heend 1z
‘"dutn/

/69 la1t 1z an bat
‘noubadi 1z housm/

/63 'longrst der mast
haev an end/

/68 'longist 'd3arni
starts wid @ 'singal step/

/68 mun 1z meid av grin
tfiz/

/82 mor s 'meriar/

/&8 mor 0B1nz tfeind3z, do
mor der1 ster do sexm/

/8o nei1l dzet stiks aut
gets "haemerd daun/

/6i "ounli wer tu
.Andar'staend & ‘'wuman
1z tu Iav har/

/8i ould ‘'wudan spun
bits mi daun/

/6i "ounli wet tu faind e
frend 1z tu bi wan/

/68 pat 'kolin &a 'ketal
blaek/

/8a pruf av &8 'pudin 1z
n i it/

Meaning

An unusual case tests and confirms
the general rule.

Women can be more dangerous or
aggressive than men.

Kind or virtuous people often die
early.

Other people's situations always
seem better than your own.

Mothers have great influence over
future generations.

A spouse is often unaware of their
partner's secrets or affairs.

People with a clear conscience sleep
well.

Workers deserve to be paid fairly for
their work.

A small problem that follows many
others causes a final breakdown.

The legal system can be stupid or
unjust.

People cannot change their
fundamental nature.

Lack of communication within an
organization or between people.

Someone is physically present but
mentally absent or unintelligent.

Even the most difficult situations
eventually pass.

Big achievements begin with small
actions.

A ridiculous or impossible claim.

The more people there are, the more
enjoyable the event.

Despite apparent changes, underlying
realities remain unchanged.

People who stand out or are different
are often criticized or suppressed.

Love is necessary to truly
comprehend a woman's nature.

A traditional punishment or hardship
wears one out.

To have friends, you must be friendly
and supportive yourself.

Criticizing someone for a fault you
also have.

The true value of something is shown
by practical experience.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: But he's always on time! A: That's the exception
which proves the rule.

In many animal species, the female is more deadly
than the male.

He was so kind and passed away at 30—the good
die young.

She envied her friend's job, but the grass is always
greener on the other side.

Q: Why is early childhood education so important?
A: The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.

Everyone knew she was unhappy except her
husband—the husband is always the last to know.

After confessing, he slept peacefully—the innocent
seldom find an uncomfortable pillow.

Q: Should we pay him for the extra hours? A: The
labourer is worthy of his hire.

He tolerated the delays, but the missed deadline
was the last straw.

Q: How could the court rule that way? A: The law is
an ass.

He promised to reform, but the leopard does not
change his spots.

The marketing team launched a campaign without
telling sales—the left hand doesn't know what the
right hand is doing.

He stared blankly—the light is on but nobody is
home.

Keep going—the longest day must have an end.

Q: How do | write a book? A: The longest journey
starts with a single step.

Q: Is that true? A: And the Moon is made of green
cheese.

Q: Can | bring a friend? A: Sure, the more the
merrier.

New management, same problems—the more
things change, the more they stay the same.

He was punished for his innovative ideas—the nail
that sticks out gets hammered down.

Q: Why does she act that way? A: The only way to
understand a woman is to love her.

Q: Why are you so tired? A: The old wooden spoon
beats me down.

Q: How can | make more friends? A: The only way
to find a friend is to be one.

He called her lazy—that's the pot calling the kettle
black.

Q: Is this recipe good? A: The proof of the pudding
is in the eating.
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Expression

The rich get richer and the
poor get poorer

The road to Hell is paved
with good intentions

The shoemaker's son always
goes barefoot

The squeaky wheel gets the
oil

The streets are paved with
gold

The truth will set you free

The way to a man's heart is
through his stomach

The work praises the man.

There ain't no such thing as
a free lunch

There are more ways of
killing a cat than choking it
with cream

There are none so blind as
those who will not see —
attributed variously to
Edmund Burke or George
Santayana

There are two sides to every
question

There but for the grace of
God go |

There is an exception to
every rule

There are always more fish
in the sea

There is honour among
thieves

There is many a good tune
played on an old fiddle

There's many a slip 'twixt the
cup and the lip

There is no accounting for
tastes

There is no fool like an old
fool

There is no | in team

There's no need to wear a
hair shirt

There is no place like home

yakyacker.com

IPA

/6o ritf get ‘ritfor eend do
pur get ‘purar/

/8a roud tu hel 1z peivd
wid gud 1n'tenfanz/

/&8 'flumeikarz san
‘olwelz gouvz "berfut/

/68 "skwiki wil gets i o1l/

/89 strits ar peivd wif
gould/

/68 trud wil set ju fri/

/6s wer tu @ maenz hart
1z Oru hiz 'stamak/

/68 wark 'preiziz o
maen/

/8¢er eInt nou satf 81 ez
o fri Iantf/

/Ber ar mor weiz av
‘k1lin & keet den 'tfoukin
1t wib krim/

/&er ar nan sou blaind
ez douz hu wil nat si/

/®¢r ar tu saxdz tu ‘evri
'kwestfon/

/®¢er bat for da greis av
gad gou at/

/®¢er 1z an 1k'sepfon tu
‘gvaeri rul/

/®er ar "olweiz mor f1f 1n
do si/

/®¢er 1z ‘anar 8 'marn) Bivz/

/8er 1z 'meni @ gud tun
plexd an an ould ‘fidal/

/derz 'meni o slip twikst
0o kap and 6s l1p/

/8er 1z nou a'kauntn for
tersts/

[&er 1z nou ful latk an
ould ful/

/der 1z nou a1 1n tim/

/&erz nou nid tu wer o
her [art/

/&¢er 1z nou pleis latk
houm/

Meaning

Wealth tends to accumulate for the
wealthy while the poor become more
impoverished.

Good intentions don't guarantee good
outcomes; inaction can lead to failure.

People often neglect their own needs
while serving others.

The most vocal or problematic person
gets attention or help.

A place (often a city) is believed to
offer easy wealth and opportunity.

Being honest, even if difficult, brings
liberation from guilt or problems.

Cooking delicious food is a way to win
a man's affection.

A person's work reflects their
character and skill.

Nothing is truly free; everything has a
cost.

There are many ways to achieve a
goal, not just one obvious method.

People who refuse to accept the truth
are the most ignorant.

Every issue has multiple
perspectives.

| could have suffered the same
misfortune as someone else if not for
luck or divine mercy.

No rule applies in all cases; there is
always at least one instance where it
does not hold.

After a romantic breakup, there are
many other potential partners
available.

Even criminals have a code of
conduct and loyalty to each other.

Older people can still perform well or
be valuable.

Even when success seems certain,
something can still go wrong at the
last moment.

People's preferences are subjective
and cannot be explained or judged.

An older person acting foolishly is
worse because they should know
better.

Teamwork requires putting the
group's success ahead of individual
glory.

You don't have to punish yourself or
feel guilty unnecessarily.

Home is the most comfortable and
best place to be.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: Why is inequality increasing? A: The rich get
richer and the poor get poorer.

He meant to help, but never did—the road to Hell is
paved with good intentions.

My dentist has terrible teeth—the shoemaker's son
always goes barefoot.

Q: Why does he always get served first? A: The
squeaky wheel gets the oil.

He moved to New York thinking the streets are
paved with gold.

Q: Should | confess? A: The truth will set you free.

She baked his favorite pie—the way to a man's
heart is through his stomach.

Q: How do you know he's talented? A: The work
praises the man.

Q: They're offering free money! A: There ain't no
such thing as a free lunch.

Q: How can we solve this? A: There are more ways
of killing a cat than choking it with cream.

He ignored all evidence—there are none so blind
as those who will not see.

Q: Who is right? A: There are two sides to every
question.

Seeing my friend lose his job made me think,
"There but for the grace of God go I

Q: 'l thought you never eat dessert.' A: '"Well, there
is an exception to every rule—this is my birthday!'

After his girlfriend left him, his friends said, 'Don't
worry, there are always more fish in the sea.’'

The gang members refused to testify against each
other, proving there is honour among thieves.

At 70, she won the piano competition—there is
many a good tune played on an old fiddle.

He was sure he'd get the job, but there's many a
slip 'twixt the cup and the lip—they hired someone
else.

Q: 'Why would anyone like that movie?' A: 'There is
no accounting for tastes.'

He invested his retirement savings in a
scam—there is no fool like an old fool.

The coach told the star player, 'Remember, there is
no | in team—pass the ball more.’

You made a small mistake, but there's no need to
wear a hair shirt—just apologize and move on.

After a long trip, she sighed, 'There is no place like
home."'
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Expression

There is no shame in not
knowing; the shame lies in
not finding out.

There is no smoke without
fire/Where there is smoke,
there is fire

There is no such thing as a
free lunch

There is no such thing as
bad publicity

There is no time like the
present

There are none so deaf as
those who will not hear

There's nowt so queer as
folk

There is one born every
minute

There is safety in numbers
(Proverbs 11:14)

They that sow the wind shall
reap the whirlwind

Third time is a charm

Those who do not learn from

history are doomed to repeat

it — George Santayana

Those who live in glass
houses should not throw
stones

Those who know many
languages live as many lives
as the languages they know
(Czech proverb)

Those who sleep with dogs
will rise with fleas (James
Sandford, _The Garden of
Pleasure_)

Time and tide wait for no
man

Time flies

Time goes by slowly when
you are living intensely

Time is a great healer

Time is wasted without
purpose

(Only) time will tell

To be worn out is to be
renewed — Laozi, Chinese
philosopher (604 BC — c.
531 BC)

yakyacker.com

IPA

/8¢er 1z nou fexm In nat
‘nouin; 8a Jeim laiz in
nat ‘faindin aut/

/®¢er 1z nous smouk
wi'Oaut fazer/

/8¢er 1z nou satf B1n ez o
fri lantf/

/8¢er 1z nou sAYf 01n ez
baed pab'listti/

/&er 1z nou tatm latk de
‘prezant/

/&¢er ar nAn sou def eez
douz hu wil nat hir/

[derz naut sou kwir ez
fouk/

/&er 1z wAn born ‘everi
‘minit/

&er 1z 'seifti 1n
‘nambaerz/

/8e1 daet sou 69 wind
feel rip 88 'warlwind/

/63rd taim 1z o tfarm/

/douz hu du nat I3rn
fram "histari ar dumd tu
r1'pit it/

/6ouz hu l1v 1n glees
‘havziz fud nat Brou
stounz/

/60ouz hu nou 'meni
'leengwid3iz lv eez
‘'meni laivz ez &9
‘leengwid3ziz der nou/

/6ouz hu slip wid dogz
wil razz wid fliz/

/tazm and taid wert for
nos maen/

/taim fla1z/

/tazm gowz bazr ‘slouli
wen ju ar 'livin 1n'tensli/

/tazm 1z & grett "hilar/
/tazm 1z 'weistid
wi'daut 'parpas/

/'ounli tatm wil tel/

/tu bi worn aut 1z tu bi
r1'nud/

Meaning

It's okay to be ignorant, but it's wrong
to stay ignorant when you could learn.

Rumors usually have some basis in
truth.

Nothing is truly free; everything has a
hidden cost.

Any media attention, even negative,
can increase fame or sales.

Now is the best time to do something;
don't delay.

People who refuse to listen are the
hardest to reach.

People are strange and
unpredictable.

There are many gullible people ready
to be deceived.

Being in a group reduces risk.

Small harmful actions can lead to
severe consequences.

The third attempt is likely to succeed
after two failures.

Ignoring past mistakes leads to
making them again.

Don't criticize others if you have
similar flaws.

Learning a language gives you
access to a new culture and
perspective.

Associating with bad people will bring
you trouble.

Time passes without waiting for
anyone; don't delay.

Time passes quickly, especially when
you're enjoying yourself.

When you are fully engaged in life,
each moment feels longer.

Emotional pain lessens over time.

Spending time without a goal is
wasteful.

The outcome will be known in the
future.

Exhaustion can lead to a fresh start or
renewal.

Common English Proverbs

Example

The teacher said, 'Don't be afraid to ask
questions—there is no shame in not knowing; the
shame lies in not finding out.'

When the scandal broke, people said, 'There is no
smoke without fire.'

The offer seemed too good to be true, and indeed
there is no such thing as a free lunch—they
charged hidden fees.

The celebrity's arrest actually boosted album
sales—there is no such thing as bad publicity.

Q: 'When should | start learning guitar?' A: 'There is
no time like the present—start today!"

| tried to warn him, but there are none so deaf as
those who will not hear.

He collects garden gnomes—well, there's nowt so
queer as folk.

The scammer knew there is one born every minute,
so he kept selling fake watches.

They decided to walk home together because there
is safety in numbers.

The company's unethical practices eventually
caused its collapse—they that sow the wind shall
reap the whirlwind.

He failed the driving test twice, but the third time is
a charm—he passed.

The politician ignored the lessons of the past, and
those who do not learn from history are doomed to
repeat it.

He mocked her for being late, but he's always late
himself—those who live in glass houses should not
throw stones.

After learning Japanese, she felt she had a new
identity—those who know many languages live as
many lives as the languages they know.

He started hanging out with criminals and soon got
arrested—those who sleep with dogs will rise with
fleas.

He kept postponing his trip, but time and tide wait
for no man—he never went.

Q: 'Is it already midnight?' A: 'Yes, time flies when
you're having fun.'

During the adventure, every second felt
stretched—time goes by slowly when you are living
intensely.

After the breakup, she was devastated, but time is
a great healer—she feels better now.

He spent hours on social media with no aim—time
is wasted without purpose.

Q: 'Do you think the new policy will work?' A: 'Only
time will tell.'

After the long project ended, he felt exhausted but
also refreshed—to be worn out is to be renewed.
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Expression

To each his own

To learn a language is to
have one more window from
which to look at the world
(Chinese proverb)

To the victor go the spoils

To travel hopefully is a better
thing than to arrive

Tomorrow is another day

Tomorrow never comes

Too little, too late

Too much rain makes a flood

Trust, but verify

Truth is more valuable if it
takes you a few years to find
it — often attributed to French
author Jules Renard

(The) truth will out

Turn your face toward the
sun and the shadows fall
behind you

Two birds with one stone

Two can play at that game

Two is company, but three is
a crowd

Two wrongs (do not) make a
right

Uneasy lies the head that
wears a crown

United we stand, divided we
fall

Until the lions have their
historians, tales of the hunt
shall always glorify the
hunter (African Proverb)

Use it or lose it

Ugly is as ugly does

Up a creek without a paddle
United we bargain; divided

we beg

Unity is strength

yakyacker.com

IPA

Jtu itf h1z oun/

/tu 13rn & ‘leengwid3 1z
tu haev wan mor
‘windou fram witf tu luk
aet s warld/

/tu 8 'vikter gou 69
sporlz/

/tu ‘traeval "houpfali 1z &
‘betar 611 daen tu a'ra1v/

/te'marou 1z 8'nader
der/

/te'marou 'never kamz/

/tu 'Iztal, tu le1t/

/tu matf rezn meiks @
flad/

[trast, bat 'verifal/

/tru® 1z mor 'veeljusbal 1f
1t terks ju o fju jirz tu
farnd 1t/

/6o trud wil aut/

/tarn jor fets to'word 8o
sAn and 89 '[eedouz fol
b1'haind ju/

/tu bardz wid wan stoun/

/tu keen pler aet deet
geim/

/tu 1z "kampani, bat Ori
1z @ kraud/

/tu ronz du nat merk o
rart/

/An'izi laiz 8o hed deet
werz @ kraun/

/ju'nartid wi steend,
d1'vardid wi fol/

/on't1l 8o 'lazenz heev
der h1'storienz, te1lz av
89 hant feel 'olweiz
‘glorifar da ‘hantar/

fjuz 1t or luz ¥/

/'ngli 1z &8z 'agli daz/

Inp o krik wi'daut
‘paedal/

/ju'nartid wi 'bargin;
d1'vardid wi beg/

/'juniti 1z strenk®/

Meaning

Everyone has their own preferences;
it's fine to differ.

Learning a language gives you a new
perspective on life.

The winner gets all the rewards.

The anticipation of a journey is often
more enjoyable than the destination.

There is always hope for a fresh start
tomorrow.

If you keep putting things off, they
never get done.

An effort is insufficient and comes
after the deadline.

Excess of anything can be harmful.

Have trust but also confirm facts
independently.

Knowledge gained through effort is
more appreciated.

The truth will eventually be revealed.

Focus on the positive and the
negative will be behind you.

Achieve two goals with a single
action.

| can retaliate with the same tactic.

A pair enjoys intimacy, but a third
person spoils it.

Revenge or repeating a wrong does
not fix the original wrong.

Leaders have heavy responsibilities
and worries.

Together we are strong; apart we are
vulnerable.

History is written by the victors; the
losers' perspective is ignored.

If you don't practice a skill, you'll lose
it.

A person's character, not
appearance, defines ugliness.

In a difficult situation with no way out.

Collective action gives power; disunity
leads to weakness.

Being together makes you stronger.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: 'You like that weird music?' A: 'To each his own.'

Studying Arabic opened her eyes to a new
culture—to learn a language is to have one more
window from which to look at the world.

After winning the championship, they
celebrated—to the victor go the spoils.

She loved planning trips more than actually
going—to travel hopefully is a better thing than to
arrive.

After a bad day, she said, "Tomorrow is another
day.'

He always says he'll start exercising tomorrow, but
tomorrow never comes.

The company's apology was too little, too
late—customers had already left.

He gave too many details in his speech—too much
rain makes a flood.

The manager said, 'l trust you, but trust, but
verify—show me the report.'

After years of research, he discovered the
answer—truth is more valuable if it takes you a few
years to find it.

He tried to hide his mistake, but the truth will out.

When feeling down, she remembered: turn your
face toward the sun and the shadows fall behind
you.

By walking to work, | exercise and save
money—two birds with one stone.

He spread rumors about me, but two can play at
that game.

They wanted a romantic dinner alone—two is
company, but three is a crowd.

He cheated you, but cheating him back won't
help—two wrongs do not make a right.

The president admitted, 'Uneasy lies the head that
wears a crown.'

The union's motto: 'United we stand, divided we
fall.'

The colonial records only tell one side—until the
lions have their historians, tales of the hunt shall
always glorify the hunter.

He stopped playing piano for years and forgot
how—use it or lose it.

She may be plain, but she's kind—ugly is as ugly
does.

He lost his wallet and phone—he was up a creek
without a paddle.

The workers formed a union because united we
bargain; divided we beg.

The team won because unity is strength.
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Variety is the spice of life.
William Cowper, English
poet

Virtue is its own reward

Walls have ears

Walnuts and pears you plant
for your heirs

What does not kill me makes
me stronger

Well done is better than well
said

What cannot be cured must
be endured

What goes around, comes
around

What goes up must come
down

What you lose on the swings
you gain on the roundabouts

What is sauce for the goose
is sauce for the gander

What is the worst that can
happen?

What the eye does not see
(the heart does not grieve
over)

When in Rome, (do as the
Romans do). St. Ambrose,
347 AD

Whatever floats your boat

When it rains it pours

When life gives you lemons,
make lemonade

When the cat is away, the
mice will play

When the going gets tough,
the tough get going

When the oak is before the
ash, then you will only get a
splash; when the ash is
before the oak, then you
may expect a soak

yakyacker.com

IPA

/va'rareti 1z 85 spais av
lazf/

/'vartfu 1z 1ts ouvn
r1'word/

Iwalz haev 1rz/

/'wa:Inats eend perz ju:
pleent fo:r jo:r erz/

/wat daz not kil mi:
meiks mi: 'stronar/

/wel dan 1z 'betor dzen
wel sed/

/wat 'keenot bi: kjurd
mast bi: In'djurd/

/wat gouz 8'raund, kamz
a'raund/

/wat gouz Ap mast kam
daun/

/wat ju: lu:z pn 8s swinz
ju: gein pn da
‘rauvndabauts/

/wat 1z so:s forr 8a gu:s
1z so:s foirr 8@ 'geendar/

/wat 1z 0o warst daet
kaen "haepan/

/wat &i a1 daz not si: 8o
ha:rt daz not gri:v
‘ouvaer/

/wen 1n rovm, du: ez ds
‘rosmanz du:/

Iwat'evar flouts jo:r bout/

/wen 1t reinz 1t po:rz/

/wen laf givz ju:
‘lemanz, meik
lema’'nerd/

/wen 09 keet 1z 9'wer,
s mars wil pler/

/wen &a 'gouin gets taf,
0o tAf get 'gouin/

/wen &i ouk 1z br'fo:r &i
2/, d¢en ju: wil "ounli get
9 splaef; wen &i af 1z
b1'forr 8i ouk, den ju:
mel 1k 'spekt & souk/

Meaning

New experiences make life
interesting.

Doing good is satisfying in itself,
without external reward.

Be careful what you say; someone
might be listening secretly.

Plant trees that take a long time to
grow so that your children or
grandchildren will benefit.

Difficult experiences build character
and resilience.

Actions speak louder than words; it's
better to accomplish something than
to just talk about it.

If a problem cannot be fixed, you
have to accept it and bear it patiently.

The consequences of your actions
will eventually come back to you,
whether good or bad.

Everything that rises will eventually
fall, often used for stock markets or
success.

Losses in one area are balanced by
gains in another; overall, things even
out.

What is acceptable for one person
should be acceptable for another;
equal treatment.

A rhetorical question to encourage
taking a risk by considering the worst
possible outcome.

If you are unaware of a problem, you
won't be upset by it.

When visiting a foreign place, follow
the local customs and behavior.

Do whatever makes you happy or
works for you; an expression of
tolerance.

When something bad happens, many
bad things happen at once.

Turn a negative situation into a
positive one.

When the person in charge is absent,
people will misbehave or take
advantage.

Strong people take action when faced
with difficulties.

A weather proverb: if oak leaves
appear before ash, the summer will
be dry; if ash appears first, it will be
wet.

Common English Proverbs

Example

She tried different cuisines every week—variety is
the spice of life.

He helped the old lady without expecting
thanks—virtue is its own reward.

They whispered in the corner, but walls have
ears—the boss heard everything.

My grandfather planted these walnut trees decades
ago. Walnuts and pears you plant for your heirs.

After losing his job, he started his own business.
What does not kill me makes me stronger.

Instead of promising to help, he just showed up and
did the work. Well done is better than well said.

The traffic is terrible, but there's no alternative
route. What cannot be cured must be endured.

He cheated on his taxes and now he's being
audited. What goes around, comes around.

The stock market has been booming, but
remember, what goes up must come down.

| lost money on that investment, but my other
stocks did well. What you lose on the swings you
gain on the roundabouts.

If he can take a day off, then | should be able to
too. What is sauce for the goose is sauce for the
gander.

I'm nervous about asking for a raise. But what is
the worst that can happen? They say no.

He didn't know his son was skipping school. What
the eye does not see, the heart does not grieve
over.

In Japan, it's polite to bow. When in Rome, do as
the Romans do.

You want to paint your room purple? Whatever
floats your boat.

First my car broke down, then | lost my wallet.
When it rains it pours.

He lost his job but started his own business. When
life gives you lemons, make lemonade.

As soon as the teacher left the room, the students
started talking. When the cat is away, the mice will

play.

When the project hit a snag, she worked overtime
to fix it. When the going gets tough, the tough get

going.

The oak is leafing out before the ash this year, so
we'll only get a splash of rain.
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Expression

When you have seen one,
you have seen them all

When you're in a hole, stop
digging

What is learnt in the cradle
lasts to the tombs

What the eye does not see,
the heart does not grieve
over

Where there is a will there is
a way

Where there is muck there is
brass

Where there is life there is
hope

Whether you think you can,
or you think you can't, you're
right

While there is life there is
hope

Who will bell the cat?

Whom the Gods love die
young

Why keep a dog and bark
yourself?

With great power comes
great responsibility (often
attributed to Marvel Comics
superhero Spider-Man)

Woe to the vanquished

Woman is the root of both
good and evil

Wonders will never cease

Work expands so as to fill
the time available

Worrying never did anyone
any good

You are never too old to
learn

You are what you eat

You can have too much of a
good thing

You can lead a horse to
water, but you cannot make
it drink

yakyacker.com

IPA

/wen ju: haev si:n wan,
ju: heev si:n dem o:l/

/wen jur 1n @ houl, stop
‘digin/

/wat 1z 13:rnt 1n 8o
‘kre1dal leests tu: da
tu:mz/

/wat 8i a1 daz not si:, 8a
ha:rt daz not gri:v
‘ouvar/

/wer &er 1z o wil der 1z
wer/

Iwer &er 1z mak der 1z
braes/

/wer d¢r 1z la1f Ger 1z
houp/

/'wedar ju: 01nk ju: kaen,
o:r ju: B1nk ju: keent, jur
ra1t/

Iwail Oer 1z la1f der 1z
houp/

/hu: wil bel 6o kaet/

/hu:m 85 ga:dz Iav dar
jan/

/watr ki:p @ do:g @nd
ba:rk jo:r'self/

/w1 grett ‘paver kamz
grert r1,sponsa brlrti/

/wou tu: 08 'veenkwift/

/'wuman 1z &a ru:t pv
bouB gud aend "i:val/

/'wandarz wil 'never
si:s/

/w3:rk 1k'spaendz sou
ez tu: fil e tatm
a'veillabal/

/'wa3:ritn ‘never did
‘eni,wan "eni gud/

/ju: a:r ‘nevar tu: ould tu:

13:rn/

fju: arr wat ju: it/

fju: kaen haev tu: matf av
9 gud 81n/

fju: keen li:d & ho:rs tu:
‘wo:ter, bat ju: ‘kaenot
meik 1t drink/

Meaning

Things of the same type are so similar
that seeing one is enough to know
what the others are like.

If you are in a bad situation, don't
make it worse by continuing the same
actions.

Lessons learned early in life stay with
you forever.

If you are unaware of a problem, you
won't be upset by it.

If you are determined enough, you will
find a way to achieve your goal.

Dirty or unpleasant work often brings
money.

As long as someone is alive, there is
a chance for improvement or
recovery.

Your mindset determines your
success; believing you can or cannot
will make it true.

As long as someone is alive, there is
a chance for improvement or
recovery.

Who will take on a dangerous or risky
task for the common good?

Good people often die young,
implying that the gods take them early
because they are favored.

If you have someone to do a task for
you, don't do it yourself.

Those who have power must use it
wisely and be accountable for their
actions.

The losers in a conflict suffer harsh
consequences.

Women can be the source of both
positive and negative outcomes.

An expression of surprise at
something unexpected, often ironic.

If you have more time to do a task,
you will tend to use all of it, even if the
task doesn't require it.

Worrying is pointless and doesn't
solve problems.

Learning is possible at any age.

Your health and well-being are
directly affected by the food you
consume.

Even pleasant things can become
harmful or unpleasant in excess.

You can provide opportunities, but
you cannot force someone to take
them.

Common English Proverbs

Example

| don't need to visit every cathedral; when you have
seen one, you have seen them all.

He kept lying to cover up his mistake. | told him,
when you're in a hole, stop digging.

My grandmother taught me to be kind. What is
learnt in the cradle lasts to the tombs.

He didn't know his son was skipping school. What
the eye does not see, the heart does not grieve
over.

She was determined to learn piano despite her
age. Where there is a will there is a way.

He made his fortune in waste management. Where
there is muck there is brass.

The doctors say he might recover. Where there is
life there is hope.

He was sure he would fail the exam, and he did.
Whether you think you can, or you think you can't,
you're right.

The doctors say he might recover. While there is
life there is hope.

Everyone wants the boss to know about the
problem, but who will bell the cat?

He was so talented and kind, and he passed away
at 25. Whom the Gods love die young.

You hired an assistant, but you're doing all the work
yourself. Why keep a dog and bark yourself?

As a manager, you have authority over your team.
With great power comes great responsibility.

After the war, the defeated nation had to pay heavy
reparations. Woe to the vanquished.

He blamed his troubles on his wife, but also
credited her for his success. Woman is the root of
both good and evil.

He actually arrived on time! Wonders will never
cease.

| gave myself a week to write the report, and it took
the whole week. Work expands so as to fill the time
available.

Stop stressing about the exam; worrying never did
anyone any good.

My grandmother started painting at 80. You are
never too old to learn.

If you eat junk food, you'll feel unhealthy. You are
what you eat.

| love chocolate, but eating a whole cake made me
sick. You can have too much of a good thing.

| gave him all the resources to learn, but he didn't
study. You can lead a horse to water, but you
cannot make it drink.
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Expression

You can never/never can tell

You cannot always get what
you want

You cannot burn a candle at
both ends.

You cannot have your cake
and eat it too

You cannot get blood out of
a stone

You cannot make a silk
purse from a sow's ear

You cannot make an
omelette without breaking

eggs

You cannot make bricks
without straw

You cannot push a rope

You cannot run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds

(You cannot) teach an old
dog new tricks

You cannot unscramble
eggs

You cannot win them all

You catch more flies with
honey than with vinegar

You either die a hero or live
long enough to see yourself
become the villain

You pay your dime and you
takes your chances

You pay your money and
you take your choice

Youth is wasted on the
young

You may/might as well be
hanged/hung for a sheep as
(for) a lamb

You must have rocks in your
head

You scratch my back and |
will scratch yours

Your future is created by
what you do today, not
tomorrow

yakyacker.com

IPA

/ju: keen 'nevar/'nevar
kaen tel/

/ju: "keenot 'o:lweiz get
wat ju: wont/

fju: 'keenot ba:rn 8
'kaendal eet boub endz/

fju: "kaenot heev jo:r ketk
eend it 1t tu:/

fju: "keenot get blad aut
AV @ stoun/

/ju: "keenot meik o silk
p3:rs fram o savz 1r/

/ju: "keenot me1k an
‘omlrt wi'daut ‘breikin
egz/

fju: "kaenot meik briks
wi ' daut stro:/

/ju: "keenot puf @ roup/

fju: "kaenot ran wid 6s
her 2nd hant wid 68
haundz/

fju: "keenot ti:tf een ould
do:g nu: triks/

/ju: "kaenot an'skraembal
egz/

/ju: "keenot win dem o:l/

fju: keetf mo:r flazz wid
‘hani &zen wid 'viniger/

/ju: 'a1der da1 o 'hirou
orr liv Io:n 1'naAf tu: si:
jorr'self br'kam da
‘vilen/

fju: pet jo:r daim aend ju:
teiks joir 'tfeensiz/

/ju: pet jorr ‘'mani end
ju: texk jo:r tfors/

/ju:6 1z 'weistid pn 88
jan/

/ju: mer/mait aez wel bi:
haend/han forr s fip &z
forr @ leem/

/ju: mast haev roks 1n joir
hed/

/ju: skreet] maz baek aend
a1 wil skreetf jo:rz/

fjor "fju:tfer 1z kri'ertid
bar wat ju du: ta'der nat
te'marou/

Meaning

The future is uncertain; anything can
happen.

Life doesn't always give you what you
desire; accept disappointment.

You cannot work too hard without
rest; you will exhaust yourself.

You cannot have two incompatible
things at the same time; you must
choose.

You cannot get something from
someone who has none to give.

You cannot turn something of poor
quality into something fine.

To achieve something, you must
accept some damage or sacrifice.

You cannot do a job without the
necessary materials.

You cannot force something that is
not designed to be forced; some
things require a different approach.

You cannot support both sides of a
conflict; you must choose one.

It is difficult to change someone's
habits or teach them something new,
especially when they are older.

Once something is done, it cannot be
undone.

You cannot succeed every time;
accept failure as part of life.

Being kind and polite is more effective
than being harsh or rude.

If you stay in power or life long
enough, you may eventually do
something that makes you seem bad.

When you spend money or take a
risk, you accept the uncertain
outcome.

You have the freedom to choose, but
you must accept the consequences.

Young people do not appreciate their
youth and energy, which older people
would value.

If the punishment is the same for a
small crime as for a big one, you
might as well commit the bigger one.

You are foolish or crazy.

If you do a favor for me, | will do a
favor for you; mutual back-scratching.

The actions you take now determine
your future; procrastination leads to
missed opportunities.

Common English Proverbs

Example

It might rain tomorrow, but you can never tell.

| wanted the promotion, but it went to someone
else. You cannot always get what you want.

She's working two jobs and studying. She'll burn
out soon. You cannot burn a candle at both ends.

He wants a high salary and lots of free time. You
cannot have your cake and eat it too.

| tried to get him to pay, but he's broke. You cannot
get blood out of a stone.

That old car will never be a luxury vehicle. You
cannot make a silk purse from a sow's ear.

Laying off workers was hard, but the company had
to cut costs. You cannot make an omelette without
breaking eggs.

We can't build the shed without wood. You cannot
make bricks without straw.

Trying to force him to agree is useless. You cannot
push a rope.

He claims to be loyal to both parties, but you
cannot run with the hare and hunt with the hounds.

My father refuses to use a smartphone. You cannot
teach an old dog new tricks.

He already sent the email. You cannot unscramble
eggs.

| lost the game, but you cannot win them all.

If you want him to help, ask nicely. You catch more
flies with honey than with vinegar.

The beloved leader eventually became corrupt.
You either die a hero or live long enough to see
yourself become the villain.

Investing in that startup is risky. You pay your dime
and you takes your chances.

You can buy the cheaper model, but it may break
sooner. You pay your money and you take your
choice.

He spends his days playing video games instead of
traveling. Youth is wasted on the young.

Since I'm already late, | might as well take my time.
You may as well be hanged for a sheep as for a
lamb.

You're going to climb that mountain in this
weather? You must have rocks in your head.

If you help me with this report, I'll cover your shift
next week. You scratch my back and | will scratch
yours.

Q: Why are you studying so hard for an exam that's
months away? A: Your future is created by what
you do today, not tomorrow.
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Expression

You only live once.

You'll never get if you never
go

You're never fully dressed
without a smile

You've got to separate the
wheat from the chaff

You've made your bed and
you must lie in/on it

Zeal without knowledge is
fire without light

(A) Zebra, is it black or could
it be white?

yakyacker.com

IPA

/ju "ounli lzv wans/

fjul "never get 1f ju 'nevar
gou/

fjor 'nevar ‘fuli drest
wi'daut 8 smail/

/juv gat tu 'sepere1t 6o
wit fram &a tfeef/

/juv meid jor bed aend ju
mast laz In/on 1t/

/zil wi'daut 'nalid3 1z
‘fater wi'daut lart/

/e 'zibrs 1z 1t bleek or
kud 1t bi wart/

Meaning

Life is short, so take risks and enjoy
experiences because you won't get a
second chance.

You won't achieve anything unless
you take action or take a chance.

A smile is the most important
accessory; it makes you
approachable and attractive.

You must distinguish what is valuable
or useful from what is worthless.

You must accept the consequences
of your own actions or decisions.

Enthusiasm without understanding or
skill is useless or even harmful.

A question about perspective or
ambiguity; things are not always as
they seem.

Common English Proverbs

Example

Q: Should I quit my job to travel the world? A: You
only live once—go for it!

Q: I'm afraid to apply for that job overseas. A: You'll
never get if you never go—just apply!

Q: Why do you always tell me to smile before |
leave? A: You're never fully dressed without a
smile!

Q: How do | choose which job offers to consider?
A: You've got to separate the wheat from the
chaff—focus on the ones with growth potential.

Q: | regret dropping out of college. A: You've made
your bed and you must lie in it—now make the best
of it.

Q: He's so eager to help but keeps making
mistakes. A: Zeal without knowledge is fire without
light—he needs training.

Q: Is the glass half full or half empty? A: A zebra, is
it black or could it be white? It depends on how you
see it.
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