Japanese Keigo (Honorific Language)

56 flashcards - 2026-07-08

Yak Yacker - yakyacker. com

How to print these flashcards

1. In your printer dialog, choose Print on both sides / Duplex.
2. Set flip on the LONG edge (portrait / top binding).
3. Print the whole PDF in order — each front page is followed by
its matching back page on the next sheet side
4. Optional: print the cover page single-sided if your printer offers it
5. Cut along the card borders
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polite language
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humble language
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respectful language

yakyacker. com

excuse me / I’ m leaving
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please / | ask for your
help
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thank you

yakyacker. com

understood / certainly
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please wait a moment
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thank you for your
support / 1 look forward
to working with you
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(Certainly! )
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please confirm / please I’ m sorry to trouble you certainly / understood
check / thank you politely
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order (honorific prefix) welcome ['will guide you / show
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you around
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to go / come (humble)
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to confirm / check
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to ask / to visit
(humble)
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humble form of 'to say’
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humble form of 'to look
at’ or 'to see’
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humble form of 'to know’
/1 think, I know’
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honorific form of 'to

say
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polite phrase meaning
"Sorry to keep you
waiting'
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humble form of 'to

receive’ or 'to
eat/drink’
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honorific form of "to
eat’ or "to drink’
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honorific form of 'to go,
come, or be’
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honorific form of 'to
see’ or 'to look at’
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humble form of "to go' or
"to come’
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honorific form of 'to
know’
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honorific form of 'to do’
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humble form of 'to
receive’
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humble form of 'to ask’
or "to visit’
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humble form of 'to meet’
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polite verb ending
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polite copula ' is/am/are’
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humble form of "to know’
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please give/do; used to
make a polite request

yakyacker. com

is it okay?; may [?
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polite question marker;
softens a question
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[’ m sorry, but...;
excuse me, but..
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thank you for your
continued support
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humble form of % 3%/L\5;

to exist; to be
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please check and receive;
please review and accept
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sorry to trouble you
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thank you for contacting
me
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please do [noun-based
action]
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please do [verb]
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I look forward to your
reply
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[ will do; let me do;
very polite humble form
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humble ongoing action;
polite progressive
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I will humbly do [verb]
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humble form of "to say;
to be called’
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humble form of "to look
at’
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could you please...?
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humble form of "to go; to
come’
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polite phrase used when
leaving before others
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